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“There is still good in him!” 
—Luke Skywalker, Star Wars: Episode Vi Returi 
of the Jeat 


Sh any member of the public to degeribe the 

character af Darth ¥Yader and chances are they'll 

describe him 25.4 villain. They might even go so 

lar as fe say he's the ultimate bad guy, und he is 
Oris he? 

43 George Lucas’s vision of the Star Wars sag4 has been 
revealed aver the years, tts become gradually apparent that 
the Dark Lord of the Sith is considerably more complicated 
than he first seemed, 

Consequently, we've asked some of the finest Star Wars 
aulhors if they see Vader 5 & hero or a6 @ villain in order 
to explore the complexities of his character. Take a look on 
page 10, and then share your thoughts with us on Facebook 
er write into the addresses te the latt, We'll print your bast 
thoughts and ideas! 

es an exciting and slightly frugiraiing experiende being 
a Star Wars fan at the moment. There's the excitement about 
the new movies and a brand mew TW show coming, bul the 
frustration af there being scant news available, 

Happily, all this will start to change mewt issue when we'll 
hawe an exclusive first chat with the team behind Star Wars 
Aebels! Uniil then... 


May ie Force be wilh you... Always, 
Cte 


Jonathan Wilkins, Editor 


Titan Mayosines, 
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STAR WARS DIRECTOR OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY GILBERT TAYLOR BIES 


bert Taylor B-5.C., the 
cinematographer of the original 
Sfar Wers movie, passed away 


aged 9 on August 24, 2013, 

Born April 12, 1914 in Bushey Heath, 
Heriterdshira, Taylar jained the Royal Air 
Force where he served for six years a3 
an officer in the Royal 4ir Force Volunteer 
Reserve before becoming an operational 
cameraman filming the damage caused 
by Brittsh bombing raids during World 
War lL By 1948, he'd embarked upon a 
career in cinematography thal spanned 
almost SO years. 

Mis filmography includes much-loved 
films such as The Gan Busters (1755), 
lee Coid fa Afew (1958), The Beatles’ A 
Hard Gay's Mighd (1944), Stanley Aubrick's 
Or, Strangelore or; How f Learned to Stop 
Weryiag aad Love the Bomb (17441, 
Alirad Hiteheeck’s Freary (1972, and 
Tre Omen [19 7a). 

Interniewed in 2005, Taylor discussed 
his work on Shar Wars: 

“Lam most happy to be remembered 
26 thee man whe eet the 
look for Star Wines. | wanted 





had finished shooting in England, and 


he give Star Wars 6 unique = ~ Serisp result would help this process, 
wisual stylo that would GILB ERT 5 WORK TRULY STANDS THE TEST "lawtas honored ta be awarded the 
distinguish it fram other Golden Globe from the American 
Tims in the scienee-fetion OF TIME. HE WAS A TRUE EXPERT IN HIS Academy el Sciente Fiction Faniasy 
genre. | wanted Svar Wars and Horror Films for 1977 for my 

bo have clarity, because CRAFT. GILBERT'S INSPIRED WORK aulaianding photography of Star ars, 
| think space isn't out lalse received a B-5.C. award. 


of focus. Also, | was. WILL LIVE ON IN THE MANY FILMS HE Post-Star hiars, Taylor worked on 
Damien: Omen U(1978), Oracula [197 9), 


aiemirinets cesont. CONTRIBUTED TO THROUGHOUT HIS LONG — snariesh Gordan t19a0). in 1998, he 


‘af process wark to be Serwed 69 director of photography far 
dene in America with CAREER. —6EO RGE LUCAS Sonne especially shot for Star Wars: 
John] Dykstra after we Se The interactive Video Board Game. 
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UPDATE! 


.C. Crispin, At an industry ewe nin August, 
author of the 4 Dandel Mandel, the cinematographer 
1997 Han Sale lor Star Wars; Episade Vil, 
announced the ment Sta Wars 
movie vill ee shot on 25mm film, 
the preferred medium of director 
J.J. Abrams 

Maanw lt Disney Co 
amessage to icer Jay Rasulo 
her many followers i & canficmed to investors thal 
on Facebook . = Star Wars trilogy film or spin 
off film would appear on the 
roleace ach 
starting with Episode Vil in 2016. 


trilogy mowels, 
has paséed following 
@ protracted illness. 
A highly res pecbed 
autor, she posted 


explamuing the 
Severity of her illnees 
just three days prior 
lo her passing, 
“Lwvant te thank 

ou all for your good i 
wishes and prayers, E — —— 
| fear my condition Fal 
i deteriorating Paradise Genes « fhe bee Gombir + Rebal Exron 


lam deing the best 4.0. Crispin 
lcan to be positive, . A N EW H 1 OF | 
bil | probably dant \ i i= 


A 


Thee 


have an avdul Lot of time leit. I want you all to know that Congratulations from all at Star 
lam receiving excellent care and am surrounded by family Wars [nailer to Geanpe Litas and 
and friends | his wile, Malledy Hobson, on the 

Her work included the Starbridge series, licemoed titles such as birth of theer first child, Beerest 
Star Trek, Pirates of die Corbbeaa, ¥, Zorro, and the mavelization af Hobson Lucas. We feel the Farce 
Alien: Reserection. Her 1977 Han Solo trilogy: Tie Paradise Saare, is strong with this one! 


The Hult Famirt, and Rebel Oaen shed new light an ihe early career 
al the Corellian sanmuggler. 
Our condolences go out to Ann's family, friends, and fams. 
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GUNGRATULATI 


STAR WARS ALUMNUS MARRIES IM STYLE! 





he Forte tame ta Toronho's 

Hunt Club im July when Star 

Wars” Academy Award-winning 

bel drescer and secand urik 
director Roger Christian married PR 
Sn events guru Lina Dhingra 

The wedding=a fusion of British 
ceremonial aspects and a full-on Indian 
Pheera [lire] ceremieny sould met haan 
locked out of place in Episode I's Theed 
Palace! Post-ceremony, Roger and Ling 
were escorted into a dinner recepiion by 
slormbroopers from the 50st Legion. 

Star Wears cree at the coremony included 
Bill Harman, who built the wery first wooden 
mock-up R2-D2; Roper Christian's daughter 
Camille, who worked on The Prantom 
Menace a5 2 craft sersice assistant serving 
sandwiches ta cast and crew; and Roger's 
fon Thomas, who was Best Man. Thomas 
was Sdriver on The Phaciom Menace sel, 
chaulfeuring Ewan McGregor around 
Learesden Studios in a golf cart, and 
reeniering young funakan Skywalker, 

Jake Lloyd. He even doubled Natalie 
Portmans anm when Chreatian had to shoot 
an ever-the-choulder shot of Queen Amidala 
when the actress wasn't available. 

We even had Artes-Deles eupeakes 
along with an emotic ‘peacock’ cake bo reflect 
(he wedding (heme, Says Lind, the radiant 
bride. “A beautilul wedding was shared 
by alll!" 


Ei INSIDER 


OOOL STUFF THAT HAS 
LANDED ON (VSiERS 
DESK SINCE LAST ISSUE! 


STAR WARS 
FRAMES 


The wonderful deluxe 


STAR WARS PINBALL: fesse 


patg tert he fire’ sie Star Wars: 
| : ; mowies ls now available 
| ina trade edition! 
| 
| : HOW To 
ei? Wars Pinball: Balance of (he Forde arrives with three ! 
S: new pinball tables! Experience the power of the dark SPEAK ORO 
side with a special Barth Vader tribute table or celebrate i | 
30 years of Episode Vi witha Peture of ite tea table, WITH R?-07 
You can even take flight with the Aebel Alliance or ihe Galactic From Abrams, the 
Empire Armn4d4 in spade battles, completing missians lo rise in makers of How lo Spek 
the Starfighter flea, Wooktee, the detinitive 
For more information visit wwew.starwarspinball.com guide for anyone 
who wanls to hold a 


conversation with an 
astromech! 


LEGOSTAR WARS: THE — 
YODA CHRONICLES = 


and Menace of the Sith, and both feature | 
on OVO ina Walmart exclusive! 


INSIDER [Eo 








CE DARTH VADER 
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ATORS IF THE 
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TIMOTHY ZAHM — Author of the first post-Return of the Jeol novel, 
Heir te the Eire, cin more recently the instant classic, Sceundinals 


AARON ALLSTON — Author of the acclaimed X-Wing series and 
co-author of the Fabe of the Jedi nowels 


JOM JACKSON KILLER — futhor of Rinighis of tie Ole Republic, 
Hnight Errart and the current smash, Xencdi 


CHAISTIE GOLDEN — Co-author of the Fate of the Jodi series 
MICHGEL REAVES — Author of several Star Wore novels, including 
Darth Maul: Shadow Hunter, and the co-authored Dearth Star amd 
The Last Jogi 


MATa KATHRYN BOHANHOFF — Ca-suihor of Shadow Pames and 
The Last jedi 


DOUGLAS WHEATLEY = Artist bohind the comic book adaptation of 
Revenge af ihe Sith and Star Wars; Page 


(EVIA HEARNE — Author of the upcoming yet-to-be titled 
installment im the Star Wars: Empire and Aebellion series 


RYDER WINDHAM = faithor of over 50 Star Wars books, lacluding Star 
Wars: Dealt Star er Techovca! Manin! 


JOE SCHREIBER = Author of Star Wars: Goat Troopers, Star Wars: 


fed Harvest, and the upooming Star Wars: Maul: Lockdown due 
January 2014 
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ds Darth Vader real 
} ait. a a 


im 


TIMOTHY ZAHN 

He's certainly a victim, in as muchas 

he was enslaved asa child, fought through 
atorrible war, and was manipulated 

hy preity much everyare he held doar 
[though to be fair, sometimes that 
manipulation wasn't deliberatel 
Hewvever, none of (al relieves hie of 
the responsibility lo make (he right 
moral decisians. His past imay have 
made his perspective murkier and these 
decisians meare dilficull, bul he 2tell mus 
accept accountability far his actions. 


AARON ALLSTON 

He's both. Clearly, circumstances helped 
turn him toward afragic destiny. But he 
also made bad guy” decisions. He found 
and embraced justifications for genuinely 
evil actions. (Me may hawe felt he was 
being altruistic in his desire to save 
Shi, then Padma, but it was actually 
selfishness on his part, an unwillingness 
to sullar Loss, that led te outrage alter 
oubrage.| Regardless of the amount of 
sympathy his circumstances generate 
lor him, (hats a villainous trait, 


JOHE JACKSON MILLER 
[think e's dehinitely responsible for many 
af the things that went warang in Ais life, 
Alter his release from the bondage of 
Slavery, he became convinced of his. own 
uniqueness and infallibality—a point of 
wiew that, regrettably, | think the Jedi 
Order encouraged, wittingly or mot. A lot of 
my writings on the Order— ; 
particularty in the Aaights of the 7 
Qa Feowhbtic graphic novels— 
get inte how hubris is the 
Jedi's great failing. It's hard 
to be set abowe all other 
mortals without losing 
perspective. 
But while same other Jodi 
worked vary hard bo cope 
with Thal problem, éunakin 
rarely tried ta restrain 
himself, usually taking 
le eases’ path his 
powers made available te 
him. Because he could de 
something, he 
aflen did—and this 
is whal led to lagses in 
judgment when tragic 
circumstances 
did arise, such as the 
Tusken Raiders kidnapping 
his mother. 

His. grief and anger then 
was Maiural amd 
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human—but his decision to go out alone 
lay rooted iin his arrogance: his condidance 
in his own powers and his own ability to set 
Things right. Had be recognized the danger 
his emotionally compramipod stale 
represented and sought the help af 
Padmé ar olhers, ib might have resulted 
ina much dillerent end, Bul that ease § 
Anakin way. 





CHAISTIE SOLDER 
[have ba aay Mane of the above” oe more 
precisely: s combination of bath. |ihink 
ihat his actions were the resuli of a 

unéque combination of personality, history, 
and circumsilamnces. Others with Anakin's. 
gifts might welll have succumbed to the 
dark side sooner: still others would hawe 
been able to resist its seduction. He was. 
{Lavered, a5 all beings are flawed, and in such 
afashdon that he made choices that led, 
imovorably, to his fall. Nota victim—but nat 
an evil person either. 


MICHAEL REAYES 
Boih, We don't 
Krow much 
about his years 
an (he Jedi 
Temple, bul we 
ca ASSurne, 
Trem whol wre re 
learned of the 
way the rest of 
ihe younglings 
and Padawans 


were ireaied, ihal they were all 
preity much victoms of benign 
neglect and indifference. This 
doesn't mean that thee needs 
werent met, or that they weren't 
= = treated with respect, even kindness amd 
, . fondness, but they seem to be treated 
that way largely as a group. Despite the 
Pairing of Jedi Knight and Padawan, 
there was litthe atbention given to 
individuation, Puberty no doubt 
complicated things to a much 
bigger degres, and so ihe elds 
ware Largaly lait bo figure 
oul themselves how 
te deal with @ach 
Mber, That said, 
it's aloo Knee 
thal Anakin 
Shyevalker was by 
lemperamenl a 
loner, whe didn’t 
play well wilh others. 








‘Anakin Shiypmatker mas by 
femperment afoner, oh sidat 
Play well with others "Miche! eave: 


MAYA RAATHAYA BOHNHOFF 


He's both. In any life, a person is given a 
se of corcumstances which they react to. 
Anakin Skywalker's circumstances—from 
his childhood a5 a slave, to the loss. of his 
mother—were tragic, but his reactions to 
these things were his choice. His response 
to mast things that ran counter to his 
wishes was anger, and he looked for 
someone to bane for his situation. 

Once a person or group was targeted 

for blame, Anakin set out with single 
Mminediod will bo destroy thom, Tasker 
Raiders, Jedi [in the Coruscam Nights books, 
Jax Pavan, a fellere Jedi), ewer (he wornan 
he supposedty lowed were Hamed and 
larjeted lor destruction, 

And thal’s what makes Darth Vader 4 
“bad guy —his penchant for acting selfehly, 
driven by anger, and then blaming the 
digaet ros resulls on someone else. This, 






oddly, makes him @ sort of darker vergeon of 
Han Mot My Fault” Solo—whose childhood 
wast about as unpleasant as Anakin's. The 
difference —Han's deft dodging of fault cid 
not cause ham to foist blame onbo someone 
else orto try to wipe out those he felt were 
responsible for his misery. Anakin ewer 

and always made his anger, misery, and 
heartbreak someone else's fault. 


DOUGLAS WHEATLEY 

Tragic circurnstance. Anakin was being 
manipulated by both the Sith ard the Jodi, 
caught im ihe middle of a qalackic tig al war 
for power and there was incredible pressure 
an him due to his shabus “as the ane vwha 
weld breg balance to the Perea,” 


RYDER “AM DHAM 
Qthenk moet Star Wars fans wauld agree 
thal Anskin became Darth Vader by way ol 








circumstances, Palpatine ’s manipulations, 
And His gavin Cec tse ies. 


KEVIN HEARHE 

He's 4 lruly bad guy in my view. Many oiler 
people lose (reir realhers and wives, bul 
doen't conclude that ihe onty way bo make it 
all better is to ball lois of people. We can feel 
his. paen—anybody whos lost someone close 
tofhem has an dea ed the emotions he's 
feeling—but we cant excuse him for his 
choices. He embraced the dark side. 


JOE SCHREIBER 

It's a fascinating and retewant question. 
Idon't now how much anybody else is 
commenting on the issue, but Fim preity 
sure he falls soundly on the “willain” side 
of the temece. Thee whole “victim of iragic 
circumstance” angle lent particularly 
helpful or campelling once we realig that 
we all carry a deep seed ol villainy inside 
ls—and Viewing ourselves solely in the 
context af victims of worldly circumslance 
is dangerously close la self-pity, Or ihe 
positive side, dike to believe that nobody 
leven Vader himself] i beyond ihe ultimate 
reach of forgiveness, redemption... dare 

| Say grace? 





a ite 


[ha is paul tol b ame alt tragedy of Marth 


Vader? Anakin, Obi-Wan Kenab obi, the Jel, 





NMOTHY 24M 
I think there's mare than enaugh ame 
ta ge around, The Jedi should have 
realized thay were forcing Anakin into 
4 Position where he telt he was betraying 
Alrbernd and Whey sheuld have lawnd 
adillerent approach. Obi-Wan should 
hawe made il clear io dnakin that if his 
investigation showed thal Palpatine 
wasn't scheming to take over ihe 
Reaublic, the Council would back off. 
Palpatine shouldn't hawe—never mind: 
Palpatine was érying to manipulate him. 
And Anakin himself... well in 
retrospect he probably should hawe 
reached out tothe people he still irusted, 
Padme and Obi-Wan, and expressed his 
fears and anger, Maybe it would hawe 
prowided some fresh porspective and 
helpful advice. Unfortunately, by thee tine 
he got the Council's marching ondars, 
it was probably too late for hin 
te even consider doing 
samaihing like that 


AZAR ALLSTON 

They al are, 

| Suspe]ct Lhal 

Anakin lacked 

empaihy— 

perhaps as ry 

4 persislent “ 

characteristic 

of has fear of 

loss. He might 

not wish 1a 

connect 

emotionally with 

someone he might 

must ultimately lose. 

But lack of ampathy 

causes poople todo 

cruel things without 

thought or 

reservabion, Med 

every Tusken Raider 

Anakin killed was 

necessarily quilly el 

harming Sheri... but 

they 4 ended up 1 

identically dead. 
Obi-Wan was 4 { 

parent surrogate 

for 4inakin, bud 

was terrible at it 

He tried to insiruct 

Anakin in the 

austere, objecting 

Jedi way, but didn’t notice 










































that Amakin did mot have a foundation of 
humanity on which a conscience and good 
decision-making are based, O6)-Wan looked 
an Anakin as a brother. hut Anakin needed 
a latter, fund (here wars no father, 

The Jedi of thal eta were 4 monasle 
arder rade up of peaple whe had largely 
her the ward of paseeons and olher legser 
eoncerns Behind. They were lherefore 
unprepared to deal wiih, io quede, someone 
who was deealy mired in thal world. 

And Palpatine was just being Palpatine. 
lk vas in has mature bo isolabe, to tws!t, and 
te corrupt. Anakin didn't stand a chance. 

So they were all responsible. But 
Anakin was ultimately responsible, 
because at ewery stage of his process of 
corruption, he could have chosen to say 
“enough” =o suber loss of owen to die 
rather than to perpetuate the 
twagady ha was living. 


JOHH JACKSON MILLER 

Anakin, Palpatine put iomptadtions in 

his way—and the Jedi did, toc, Mot just 

in training him; by accepting him inte their 
ander, they gave him great influence aver 
alhers. whech he toa happily acce pled 

Se neither is faultless, although the Jedi’s 
preblem was negligence, campared 

io Palpatine ’s malice. Bul Anakin is 
ultimately the one who acted, here. 

He could have turned back. 

The Kenobi novel Finds Obi-Wan asking 
this same question, by the way—worrying 
ower what his culpability was, and whether 
he could have done anything different. lt 
also shows Obi-Wan giving others who 
have gone wrong every chance bo turn 
back before it’s too Late. He cannot save 
somoone who won't be caved, but ho 
refuses to let it happen solely on account 
of his net landing help and the 
Opportunity at every turn 


CHRISTIE GOLOEN 
Ishink Sidigus,Palaptine and 
Gnakin were co-crealors in what 
Was bo become Darh Vader 
Anakin weuld aod have fallen 
wilhoul the speacili¢ 
Lemptations offered by 
Palpatine; Sidious would 
not have been able to 
corrupt Anakin if 
Anakin were mot 
flawed in exactly that 
Particular manner. 


MAYA KAATHRYH 
2OH A HOFF 
Noomatter how | book 
ai it, | fend it hard bo 
blame Obi-Wan or the 
Jodi, OF course, they 
could have saved 
everyone a lot af grial 
I they d Bought Amakins 
mem oul af slavery, bog, 
Gul that wae a wrilers 
decision, hol a raiural 
Sultome of anything 
in he world or the 
characters. The Jedi 
clearly had enough 
material resources to 
free Mom: they didn’t 
because her death 
would later serve a5 
a catalyst for Anakin's 
turning to ihe dark side, 






whichis why | say that it was a writer's 
decision, mata characters decision, 

Sa rather than step beyond the 
prascenium Cor ihe silver screen, in this 
case), I'd say the Jedi aren't “ho blame,” 
Did ihey keep Anakin ram deing ar having 
whal he wanbed? Teath, they did. Gut what 
he waned wasn L mecessarily qood for 
Aryne—ael ever Anakin Skywalker, 
Padme aleo tried io keep Anakin from 
doing things that were ol- 
toncenéed, bul ifs hard to 
blame her for anyihang but 
exercising poor judgment 
in choceang a mabe. 

‘So, who's. to blame? 
[think the parties 
most responsible for 
Anakin becoming 
Qarih Vader are 
Anakin himself 
and Palpatine, 
Whatovwer negative etlect ihe Jedi 
linctueding Obi-Wan) had on Anakin, i was 
nat intentional cruelty or motivated by 
selfishness, Palpatine, on the other hand, 
manigulated Anakia land eweryone else 
around him) with nething bul eellieh and 
erueLintent, In fact, from Palpatine’s 
perspeciive, this is nol about blame a4 
all, but aboul who gels to Lake credit for 
crating Darth Vader from the raw clay 
of dnakin Skywalker. 


DOUGLAS WHEATLEY 

The Jedi, and Sidious, had a significant 
influence on Anakin. Yoda mentions im 
Episode lil that the Jedi were not meant 
to be generals ina war and are acting 





outside of their former rolas in the galawy 
and that this path is a dangerous ang 
Anakin plaads wilh Mace Windy to bring 
Palpatine to trial, claarty doing his bask te 
adhere to lhe Jods principles, Masher Windy 
answers firakin during his slruggle with 
Palpatine, telling hav that “he is too 
dangercus lo remain alive” whith is exactly 
vwhal Palpatine said bo Anakin during his 
batile wah Count Oeoku, Gaincidence, oc 
wae. this. an indscwtion (hat the Bedi Order 










“Whi-fHfan looked an Anakin as a 
breather... bot Anakia needed 
a Father. foron Aitston 











had lost their focus, lost their way due to 
the manipulation ot the Sith and were out 
of balance with ihe Force? 

That sald, Anakin made his own 
Hecisinns, and what rs man whe cant 
be measured by his own ations? Luke 
made 2 diferent decision under similar 
crgurslancées, and in thal decrsan, Ibe 
helped to restore his faiher.., Anakin made 
Darih Vader bragic. 


RYDER WINDHAM 
lis all George 
Lucas’s fault. Okay, 
seriously, many 
characters played 
significant reles in 
shaping Anakin for 
beter or worse, everyone 
from Tatooine slavers and 
Tuskten Aaiders to the Jedi 
and Padmé Amidala. i's easy 
to blaine Sidinus/Palpating for boing ihe 
willaan whe lured Anakin to the dark side, but 
consider that Anakin newer would hawe nel 
Palpatone if Qui-Gen Jinn had just tel hier en 
Tatooine, Everyone who had an emnetional 
impact an dinakia could be blamed lor sore 
parlin his tragedy, 


{EVIN HESANE 

Anakin can blamé me one bul hime We 
may nef get bo choose the circumstances. 
of cur Lives, but we are always free fo 
choose how to react. Luke reacts to the 
trap Admiral &ckbar so helpfully pointed 
out by rejecting fear and anger; Anakin 
reacts to his persomal tragedies with 
unhoty killing sprees. 


HSIDER ie 


fan he teuly be redeemed given the atrocities 


committed: The. 


purge, an his other m 
ees genes 
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TIMOTHY 24H 

Lthink redemption is always possible. in 
Anakin case, lvauld argue thal he was 
alicially redeemed, a4 least as lar as ihe 
Forge was concerned [howewer lhe Farce 
judges these things), since he was back ba 


beang @ Jedi in Luke's spirit vigion on Endor. 


However, redempiioan doesn't mean 
that the consequences of his actions 
are simply wiped clean. Had he survived 
Endor, there would necessarily have 
been a trial, where Vader would have 
been called to account for his achions. 
On some things be could plead severe 
emotional stress [the killing of the 
Tusken Raiders) or deliberate 
manipulation of the facts [the killing of 
aclearly berserk Mace Windu as he tried 
ba assassinate tha Chancellor]. Others, 
like the slaughter of the younglings, 
arent 0 oasily dismissed, 

Had he survived, perhaps wad have 
Seen ihe pitiable image of Vader burly 


and Uniamplainingly dccepting execulion, 


impriaanment, or eile, Or maybe he 
would have spent the rest of his lite 
iraveling the galaxy, going to the farnilies 
of each of his victimes to confess his 
actions and as& their forgiveness. 

A broken, haunted, bul determined man, 
alone on his final missian —. 


AARON ALLSTON 
[think every author will have his. cr 
her own answer as to whether Vader 
showld hawe been redeemable. If 
lwere in charge of the Star Wars 
universe, I'd say no—I'd say that 
saving Luke at the end was just 
one more example of Anakin 
being unwilling fo experience 
logs, that ne actual 
redamplion tenk place, 
Bul it's not my 
universe, If is. ar ot least 
was, George Litas’, and 
he decided long aga thal 
Angkin was redeemable, and that he 
wad redeemed, | acoepl thal. So, yes, 
Anskin Vader was redeemed, Period. 
Still, to this day, when people tell me, 

“Luke redeemed Garth Vader,” | ask in 

turn, “Yeah? What did Luke get dor him?” 


JOM JACKSON MILLER 


| don't think he can completely redeem 
himself, but that ties into my sense of 


hp a 





murder of the e younglings, the 
destruction of Alderaan, t , Larturing l via, the 





ure erous: ab 


ATER JASE PRY OF VAGER 


“Lin all villains who are more than cardboard, Vador's 
both villain and victim, He's a mass-murderer on an 
unimaginable scale, but we can see how he got thore= 
he was used and led astray [by both the Sith and the 
Jodi) and then lashed out ina fury and made avetul 
chalcos. Which ts interesting to me ona character 


Jewel, but alsa because it poinis to the deep 


obrangeness ihals everywhere in Star Wars, | you 


care to look. Like all grea mythic 
offers icomic storytelling 
algng with a shadowy, 


journeys, Sar Wars 
classit eharaed 
ambiguity. You wouldn't 


roles 


Seoul to create a saga whose central character is an 
emotionally stunted war criminal who arose froma virg 
berth, bit. here we sre—ane i's a fascinating place to be.” 











‘Had he survived, perhaps med have 


seen the pitiable image of Vader 






fumibly and oncomplainingly accepting 
execution, imprisonment, or exile.” 


—Fiemcnt trey a anlert 


whal ihe term means. And if means 
different things in dillerent philodophies. 
Same believe thal the dimple act af 
rejecting temptation brings on redemption; 
alhers demand mone. | wouldn't bry te 
suggest which ome should apply: anything, 
wed wan bo Kmow what the Jedi view on 
redemption is. 

But Wf you stick to the classical English 
definition of the word, redemptions a 





“purchaseng back” —in ihe case, from 
capbrity. Under this thinkeng, ifs actually 
Luke whee selfless act lo reach Anakin 
redeems him and frees his father from the 
capbivity of evil. That's the redemplion that 
leaves Vader free bo act, and he chooses the 
side of right. 4 religious person might say 
Luke redeemed Vader so that he could begin 
his abonemeent—a process thad began with 
overthrowing the Emperor. 





Had Anakin lived longer, I'd expect 
his atonement would've continued until 
the day he died. Nothing he would ever 
be able te do would put things right, but 
precisely balancing the ledger isn't what 
atonement’s about, This is something 
Aaah touches on: You can't unde the 
past, Your lite, at that point, is about 
what you can do for the future, 


CHRISTIE GOLOEN 

DERIAK oo, & fruly remarserul heart mist 
be forgiven by something 45 bernevalent 
and loving as the Light side of the Farce, 
And tteould be argued that in saving Luke, 
who went on fo do sa much for the galaxy, 
Vader even made reparation. 


MAYA RAATHAYA BORNHOFF 

| suppose the answer to this depends 

on one's view of the universe and the 
nature of the Force. in my more charitable 
moments, | understand the idea at 

the core of real-world religion that 
redemption is possible for anyone who 


seeks it and is willing to sacrifice 
themselves to undo or at least redress 
the ewil they've dome. 

lin that view, the soul that is Anakin 
Skywalker can be redeemed if he comes 
toa realization of the full enormity of his 
@clions, regrets them to the bottom of his 
soul, perhaps begs farghveness of the 
appropriate partles, and dows whatever 
ho can to mdress those wrongs, In other 
wards, li theresa sea-change ln his 
Purpose: instead of pursuing ihe dark 
goal of enslaveng others, he wliimmately 
helps lree them, even al ihe price of his 
can mortal life. 

Mow, it could be argued that he didn't 
do enough, bul destroying Palpatine 
and saving the one person he knew wad 
capable of rekindling the Jedi Order really 
accomplished a great deal. It changed the 
flow of history and sawed the galaxy from 
certain enslavement. Besides, Anakin 
is now a Force spirit, 20 who knows the 
amount of good he might accomplish. 
No, really, who knows? 





Ol course, Uhis raises (he questions 
im the Gs Lauy Far, Far dewey, who decides 
whether Vader's turnaround and sacrifice 
is enough to redeem him? And thal, in burn, 
takes us back to the beginning of my 
ansewer—it depends on one's wee of the 
universe and the mabure of the Force. 


KEVIN HEARNE 

Idon't think so. Destroying the Emperor 
wasn t noble of Vader. In fact, that 
“rebellion” merely followed the pattenn he 
had alroady establishad: Threaten or harm 
Bomione close to harm, ard hae wll slay you, 


DOUGLAS WHEATLEY 
Vater made a crucial decisean io destroy 
the Emiperce; he saw hers ermar and 
recognized whal needed io be dene and 
knowingly sacrificed himself, in the end, he 
siepped over the median Irom dark to light, 
And breathed bre last breath asa free man. 
In cur seniely, we well punish & person 
for a pat wrong, reqardiess of how that 
person conducts themselves in the present. 
He must pay hes debt to society, reght? 
This scenario begs the question; what is. 
the result thal we as a people are alter - 
punishment or a change of character? 
I think for George, in his galaxy, decided 
change was enough for redemption. 


RYDER WINDHAM 

Because Anakin’s spiritual fomm appears 
alongside the spirits of Obi-Wan and Yea 
ab ihe ¢nd of Return of Nae fod, wwe can 
Assume he redeemed hamsell by same 

Jedi Sandand, Bul you're essentially asking 
il Vader deserved to be redeemed, Consider 
the scope of Vader's abrocities, then ask... 
Ewen though he ullimalely chose to sacrifice 
himself 16 Kill the Emperor and save has 
own Son, da you forgne hin? find da pou 
think a ressonable judge and pury vould let 
hier: walk? sh 


EXPANDED 


Special thanks ta Erich Sehoeneweiss, 
Shelly Shapiro, and Frank Parisi for their 
assistance in preparing this article. 


—— UNIVERSE - 





since Ron 
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Who ig Mf Whal is your faverite 4% 
s FOr faverite | Star Wars mavie? ‘| 

character? : The Empire Strikes Back, We 
is, Darth Vader with Star Wars a close Ny 
— second, Did they make 


: ’ ~ — ws! any others? 





Winall ks pour most 
lraaturad Siar Wars 
poisession? 
My moet ireasured Star 
Wars possession is my 
action thguing folbec ton 
[have a couple of ihe vinyl 
ection figure cases Tull 
of them, a5 well as ——— 
the Darth Vader 
head case, 


which 15 sapeh 

favorite ene! 
When Vader mveaks 
bye is Lube’ Father 


Do fou have any fawarite Star Wars cemica? 
My favorites are: 

The Star Wors movie adaptation with art by Howard Chaykin, 
Star Wars #1154 with art by Ganmine lintantina and Terry Austin 
labove right), Al eight and nine years old, thal was my Justice 
League and Avengers. Incredibly dynamic and rich comic art. 
Star Wiers Wa8 with art bey Michael Golden [below Lefi]. 

And the move adaptation of The Empire Strikes Back with art 
by 4 Williamson [top Lert, 
| also really like Cam Kennedys Dark Eenpire art (below right]! 





THE 


UNVERSATIN 


GEORGE LUCAS AND ALAN DEAN FOSTER DISCUSS THE STORY OF WHAT WOULD BECOME SPE/WTER OF THE 
MINO'S EYE—AND THUS REVEAL A FASCINATING GLIMPSE INTO LUCAS S CREATIVE MIND-MANY MONTHS 
BEFORE THE HUGE SUCCESS.OF S74? WARS WOULD CHANGE THE WORLD...WORDS: J. W. RINZLER 


ri 


Fr 


Attendees: GEQRGE LUCAS, ALAN DEAN FOSTER, and Lucasfilm vice president 
of marketing and merchandising CHARLES LIPPINCOTT 


hi Qetaber 13, 1778, George Lucas 

sat down with Alan Gean Poster 

to discuss Fetters second Star 

Marrs book. Fosber had alineady 

ghosterritien the Star Wars 
novelization, which was bo be published 
later that year under George Lucas'’s 
name, A the time of their conmersabian. 
Lucas wars still mecowering Irom his diflicult 
shootin Tunasia and Eregland—and from 
the hearer of discovering, upon his retire, 
lhat his elects facility had made wery litle 
pregress in his absence; Industrial Light 
& Mage was not off to a good start and 
had onkya fev months. lett to Finish the 
flim, Lucas had a let on his plate, belweer 
editing, Looping, overseeing ILM, and 
planning pickups ler whal he didn't 
caplure during proncipal photography, 

From Lucas's point of view, he would 

be lucky i his filen made its. monoy back 
In fact, things looked decidedly grim 
for Ehe future of his gslazy, which he'd 
Spent alot of time and effort willing 
inte existence, Consequently this first 
brainstorming seasion would imdigate 
that Lucas was thinking of using Foster's 
second nowel 48 a blueprin| for @ possible 
Soquel to Star Wars, It would bo a 
lower-budget affair, which may be why 
Lucas Sars oul ihe conversation by 
moving most of the story's action to 
4 planet surlace; this film would have 
lower visual elects, But Lucas was 
already determined to continue the Life 
of his characters, Given Luca's slate 
of mind at this puncture, however— 
he'd almost had 4 heart attack nat long 
balere=il's mare than Likely that Lucas 
was samply hedging his bets. 
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Naverihelass, thear conversation 
opens. window inbo Lucas's mindset a4 
(he tiene, and afew Uhings become clear, 
For geanmple, Lucas thought that Darth 
Vader was 3 relalively weak villain, thal 
Leia could rum ol wiih a Weakiae and be 
killed off, possibly, and Luke could become 
more lite James Bond, Remember: The 
is before James Earl Jones came in and 
did the voice for the Sih Lord. That would 
change his persona quile a bit—as would 
sound designer Ben Burt's sound effects. 

Adler (he filri's immend# success— 

a big surprise to eweryone=Lucas would 
op to re-think the sequel He'd had alot 
fore lithe bo mul ihings over and many 
things had changed, notably Harrison 
Ford's degiian 16 reprise his role a8 

Han Saba, 

The following ts (he firs’ of a beyo-part 
tranceriplion al their conversation: 


THE JED! WHO FELL 
TO EARTH? 


Bearge Lucas (GL): One remaining 
Thing that | wank to cope with ic putting 


ihe whole thing on the scale of a Western, 


making the whole thing work aga 
Western—more of a Sergio Leone 
Western, Ib can go more inte the middle 
of mowherd where these really slimy 
creatures Live. Essentially, space can 
be boring. And Iweould like bo gel meh 
more into the Seven Voyages of Sinbad 
liype of thing], Mow we've established 
ihe space fantasy, we can move it away 
{rom that. 


"ESSENTIALLY, SPACE CAN 


BE BORING... NOW WE'VE 
ESTABLISHED THE SPACE 
FANTASY, WE CAN MOVE 
AWAY FROM THAT.” 
—GEORGE LUCAS. 


Were getting down now onto carh 
ard can make al ina different way, lis 
getting down te something much more 
like on Mars, 50 you're running around 
in a strange werld, And we cam make 
Luke much more of a warrior. I'd like to 
have Luke going an seme Kind of missian, 
samething te do with the primary plat, 
Me has te deliver the syrup or whatever, 
something thal depends on his getting 
somewhere. He takes off in his little 
fighter and he crashes on this plane 


Alan Dean Foster (ADF): Gre you giving 
hien an &-wing or a ¥-wing? 


GLa We can get him an X-wing. 
ADF: Is there a Wookiee in this? 
GL: We could have a Wookiec. 


AOF: | think if pau stick him on a desert 
planed, ib would be an avedully funny spot 








Ze 

















for 4 Wookioe, Had be 
sweating like crazy. 


GL; Well, the areginal tdea 
fin the rough draft script from 
1972) was ta have a whole 
colony of Wookiees. But it 
does geta little much. There's 
something attractive about nat 
just having ome, but a couple. 
One thing is that Md like to 
make a net robot. lb wwould like 
io design 3 totally mechanical 
ttle rabot Botore sheating 
ie film, there was no research 


"try te ge with a real reibet 


think gwen the right a t 
of preparation and research 
could make a weary interesting 
little robert 


AQF: What about two of them? 
An evil one and a goed one? 
You could do all kinds of things, 
hawe them fighting cach other 


GL; That's possible. One thing 
thal | have to cope with is that 
itis a Sequel, Wo have been mien 
characters here [(C-20 and 
F2-D72) that you can't really 
ignore. | hawe to go with them 

in some way. | either have to 


aay or vest ihm. | thought it 
might be cube io hawe Arboe jut 
the way he Is and then have a litte one so 
‘that Artoo becomes a sort of beg boviber and 
has the Little ere always hangeng arqurd. 
He's.a litte antagonist who's sort of bugging 
Alrboo al of the dime. 

Let's putin, fer ihe beer being, thal we 
have Arioo back and we have a third one, a 


Liter ere whe can be an inberesting adjunct, 


THE CRYSTAL CONNECTION 


ADF; What about il (hey arg locking tor 
something that supposedly magnifies 

(he Forte? Which weld aloo explain 
what Vader and Tarkin are doing running 
around thie same desert world [sics Lucas 
hadn't told Foster yet about his decision 
‘bo kill off Tarkin]. 


GL: That was one of the ideas inane of the 
earlier scripts, which was the kyber [sic] 
eryolal: a eryaial thal amplities the Fores, 
The whole point of the movie, originally, 
was hel they were trying 1a get the 
erystal. The crystal was in ihe robot and 
they were trying to getit. Luke was trying 
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Above: Ino bumarcus mereel, Luo aane thevght thet 
gatrid a! themorexplain them — Leieeed Chambers’ retetionphip gould hare tele a9 uageperted tain 
Ggpasite page: Lube Ucpwaloer: A coal lames Bond-eugue figure in the sequal 





“LUKE'S FOUGHT A FEW MORE 


WARS, KILLED A FEW MORE 
PEOPLE.”—GEORGE LUCAS 








to get the crystal back to Ben, who needed 
it. But something like that is a good— 


ADF: Well, it gives Luke something to look 
for on the planet and i gives @ reason for 
Vader and Tarkin to bo there. 


GL: ld like bo pul aime jump in there af 
about four or five years from the end of 
the film. During those years, Luke really 
grevs asa warrior, He has become much 
tougher. We can even assume that he's 
had a couple of ballles. He's 2 Lille mere 
scasone|ed and a little harder. He's a much 
tougher guy than he was in the beginning. 
where he was a geoly kid, That's the 
iransifion | wanted to make im the first 


7, Gut | couldn erakce it, 
primarily because there wasnt 
enough time to make that much of 
a bond in his character, Se I'd like 
to make a dissolve im his 
Character, make il a lew mere 
years Later, with him having 
fought a few more wars, killed a 
fiw mend people, become a lithe 
sharper, got cheated a few more 
limes, and beteme a much mare 
worldly character. 


ADF; (think you can do that ta 

a certain exbent But | don't 
think you can make him ower. 
One of the things that's so 
attractive about Luke js ihat 
anybody whe ewor tell like a 
klutz in high school watching the 
football players run around can 
Identify with him. You cant make 
him over into Clint Eastwood. You 
cant identity with Clint Eastwood. 
Clint Easteood, ewen though 

fee's Che tothe lin The film, Dhawe 
mo sympathy for hin whatsoover. 
le got shot af the end of the 
Talim. Pwnrouldint be particularly 
upset, whereas | would with 
Luke. How, Luke has all kinds 

of reasons already for turning 
into a tougher character. The 
baptian af fire and running 
around with the X-wing and the 
fect hat his parents were kelled 
[sic], which is cruchal. 


GL: Luke is an agent for ihe 
SRebellion, he's a fighter, much 

oreo! a herd, He's aloo much 
more worldly. Wircan iry to turn that page 
a Litthe bet | think if would be a good thing 
and od like bo gee hein grove, 


ADF: That's the idea, of course, Given 
what he learned from Bem and that he 
was taught by Ben, he grew up to become 
like Ben, net Clint Eastwood, He's teugh, 
Gut the still has some wulmerability that 
everyone can identify with, Hes nal 4 
hired savage. 


GL; We can da his bar seene, The kine 

of scene where he walks in and the 

guy 24y5 all these terrible things and 
sombody pulls a gun and Luke gets to 
[show his stuff.) M's like when you watch 
James Bend felis, we find oul isis guy ia 
an assassin ready to kill him. Bond knows. 
and we kow ih And we are asking why 
he's getting inte the car if he knees it [as 
in Ge Ato]. But it's the bravado. We realize 
this. 16 4 guy who is 66 geod and aa coed 
that he can see the trap, walk intoit and 
come oul on top. 
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LEIA'S CHOICE 


ADF: lt would be very inberesting if Leia 
Shawed ip of Ehis samme planet, 


GLe One of the things | thowght of t a crash... 
So they crash together Or she was already 
there and she was captured, and he 

ig coming and locking fer her, and he 
crishes....or maybe she was visiting 
Adistant cousin. 


ADF: She's already there on a mission 

al her awn and (hey fun inka each ather; 
she's incognita, not wearing her princess 
robes and all of thal, and then they run 
ime cach other and he dacs’? bnew what 
she's doing and she doesn't know what 
he's doing. Maybe they ne ibe the 

same thing. But we don't knew at 

this. point so we can sel up a very 
iMeresling relalianship with her 

sill being very courteous and 

arly Luke has changed, 11's a 

different Luke now and we can 

have them play off of each ofher. 


GL: Well, we either have them 
came together ar crash toge§her, 
I's the kind of thing where she 
wenl somewhere on a mission, 3 
diglamatic thing to set something 
Up, Very sort of underground-¢ 
kind af thing with Srange people 
on the planet and she's hasn't 
been heard from since, 20 Luke 
wonders whals happened ia heer, 


ADF; Then you dant use ber as 
much because you can't lind her 


GL: Well, he can find her instantly, | mean 
you've got them both there on the planet. 
And you have finding her be 25 percent af 
the seript, Thee rest is anciher adventure 
that dewelops out of this. 

Vea still willing ta kick Things arcund, 
Part of tis this relationship, which is, 
how far have (hey gone fogether, Weve 
ladt them in avery neutral position. 

We left them where she can run off, 
Qbvigusly Han is the ane whe is really 
hustling. But we dom't know at this point 
which one she picks. So the one (hing we 
can dois answer that question, Obviously. 
we get into a rough situation if she picked 
Han. Al ihe ard of the first picture ihey' re 
all standing there wondering whether she 
and Han will go afl inte the spaceship and 
she sort of hangs out with bin fora while, 
and obviously puts Luke out. 


SOF: The point is at the end of the picture, 
the impresaian | get—and | still aman 
outsider ie the tilm—is that the princess is 


ihe princess and she decsn't take anybody. 


[It legves Luke feeling disappointed 
hocause he was interested in har, but she 
is completely unattainable at the end of 
ihe picture. Shes just as divorced [hiram 
Luke and Han) as ihe other generals 
standing up there in the throne room. But 
Luke is mot; Luke wants her, That's the 
impression | get. When she's standing up 
ihere hanging his medallion araund him, 
she doesn't try to kiss him or anything. 


GL: Well, another thing we could dois te 
gone step beyond the simple and move 
inte [he love Stary pled, where you hawe 
them kind of wring for cach offer, She isa 
spry little snappy kind of girl and he’s sort 
af liking har, and im the pracass of ihe 
movie, about one or twe thirds of the way 


Cert 
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‘lan fear Prater 
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through, they fall in love and have a 
wandertul relationship and in the ead she 
gels killed. It's one of these becaked Ideas, 
but it’s one of those things that works. What 
lwanted ta do wher ee were shooting they 
other movie is hawe the princess run off 
wiih the Wockiee, Burl it sounds perverted, 


Charles Lippincott [CLI: | think that 
sameheody glae hap got ta be killed. 


BL woulda mind killing her off. 


WHO'S THE PAWN AND 


WHO'S THE MASTER? 


GLi The other thing that we haven't dealt 
with ig Darth Vader, Bul Darth vader 
himecLf, as we discowered in this picture, 
fends io be putty; he's net Sreng enough 
a6 the villain to bold the villain role. He 


docsn‘'s have the persona that you need. 
You really need a Cushing guy, 3 really 
slimy, iagly., 


Cha Wheat abaiat if yeu ueeeiled him, 
unmasked him? Since he can't strong 
enough to hold up. Unmasked him and 
Sarted building up anew villain who 
could continue into the mest? 


GL: That's an idea. 


ADF: A Photos of fhe Opera scone right 
there. People will be curious... 


GL: Well, we had an inberesting idea, 
which we sort of liked but ye didn't doi. 
Somebody Thought wie werd poling te take 
the hood off of Vader and there was going to 
Ge Peber Cushing, (his shriveled up 
old man inside this giant suit. A little 
of Tie Wizard of Or ede. That was a 
Lairly interesting idea, The oe thing 
about that, though: Darth Vader i 
good 44 he is a Peal menace, 1S just 
good fo have that guy eho you love 
to habe (here. So if you use Darth 
Wailer, fine. Or the bad guy is his 
agent on the planet. it's the local 
governar, ils (he lotal whoever 
that Darth Vader Is using te find the 
crystal or whalewer he needs... 
Whann you wrede thee navelization, 
you poinbed out that vader was just 
sing Tarkin for whatever reasons, 
in a way we set up Vader as the 
Pawn. The trouble is [Vader] 
appears toa be fhe pawn, bud 
Tarkin ts the pawn. In the end, 
is rerersed: Vader appears be 
be Following Tarkin around, but 
in reality, it's reversed. 


ADP: | abeays thought of Vader as the 
behind-the-s¢enes manipulatar, lim nat 
sure of his metres, or what he is, or what 
he ts afber, except that he is after ewillon 
agrand scale, Maybe if we kept him that 
veay, didn't unmask him... 


GL: We Know mow that Lule ls one of thee 
few white knights, working for the light 

Force and trying te learn the while Forge, 
Ihe put inthe kyber copstal thing, which 
ie Sway ol intensilying lhe emergy farce... 


ADF: You can have them blow up 
MaEMaInS oF pou can hawe (he lecal villain 
have his head be disintegrated... 


fhanhs ft Pabla Hidalge fer hs inped, 
Follow AE Alinuder on Tater: iineriuier 


PART [i SCkRT MONSTERS, 
DARTH ¥VADER'S FATE, 
AND A WOOKIEE MASSACRE! 
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THE SOURCEBOOKS WRITTEN FOR WEST END GAMES? STAR WARS: | 
THE ROLEPLAYING GAME.CAME TO BE A VITAL RESEARCH SOURCE 
FOR EXPANDED UNIVERSE WRITERS. BUT THE INSPIRATION SOON 

* PROVED TO BE A TWO-WAY PROCESS, AND EVEN EXTENDED INTO 
THE MOVIES-THEMSELVES... WRITTEN BY BRYAN YOUNG ° 


. ‘ rs 
T | xpanded Universe books like Heir to the 


Empire gave wayto things like the X-wing , — 

Series of video gare Tight mimulators, whieh 

Pelied on terminology created by the RPGs and 
slories based on elements of Timothy Zahn's nowels, 
Eventually, there was encugh demand te creaiog 
moawels based on the lives of the X-ving pilots in the 
games. Michael A, Slackpole was bravght in te write 
these books. “lused the West End Games books as 
canon throughout my run.” Stackpole said. | recall 
geHing the most wee out ol ihe starship and weapon 
sourcebooks. | also drew a lot from the Star Wars 
Adveniing Journals [a magaring-style publication: 
and gaming supplemend, published by West End 
Games]. | loved articles like the one they did about 
bacta. Those anicles tended to concentrate on cool 
aspects of the universe in a. short form, which made 
it perfect megearch material lor awriler,” 

Would Agron Allston have been able to bring 
such rich lile te Piggy through the Wraith books, 
culminating im Mercy HA, without the backbane of 
Gamorrean vocabulary and.society built by the 
wrilers ai West End Gare? - 

Granted, that insperation came fram secondary 


Sources. bul was Guilt an dhe West End Icundation., : 


“Trower read the West End material ler my 
portrayals of Gamorreans. | read whabever material 


was Included inthe Essential Guides and Stave — 
Sansweet's encyclopedia,” Aliston says, “plus 
portrayals. of Gamanreans in inovels such as The 
Krytes Frag.” 

Michael 4, Siackpole, ihe wulhorel The Krytes 
Trap, says his reliance on the original West End 
Games material was vilal for.his portrayals of ail 


‘things."l relied heavily on the RPG material when 


referencing the Gamiorreans in The Mrylos Trap— 
and pretlhy much everything @lae, There were no 
good guides ta allans aditside of their preducts.~ 
i's fascinating to drace back the things we take 
Ter granted in Star Marg, things like ihe name 
Gamoerrean itech, and how that foundation fueled 


» beaks Heal made alll the inp bestteller lishs. Bol thal « 


inspiralion irom West End Games was a bawoslway 
sireet—soon the books ibat were builton the 
Ieaindadin gl the game were feeding back ante thee _ 
gamer itsclt. 

“ha | waseworking on The Ladd Cammand,” 
Zahn remembers, “Lknwa there was going bo be 
aclimactic battle between Luke and C'bacth and 
athers in the Mound Tantis thrane room What the 
Emperor had set wp for himself there. Ard | knee 
hal West End was going lo be doing 4 saurtebook 
as they had done them lor the previous two novels, 
so | comtacted them and asked if they would hawe 


INSIDER 





Ae WHSIDEA 


ane of their artigts dogign me ihe throng roam, When 
[got to the fight, | choreographed it to that design. The 
advantage of this. is. thal | had it ready-made, I had bo . 
pul the fight within that. | couldn't do the typical writer 
thing of, “Oh, | need a catwalk here, sol IL just put ore © 


| : ine This way, It was More a al challenga, and challenges 
are dun” 2 


“The great (hing about RPG supplements is that they 
organize and codify detalles about their subject” Allston 
aA. “Thnow | bought and used some of the supplements 


‘gmk subject of warkare and military tratorial in the . 
» Star Wars universe." 


Establishing the Star Wars galaxy a5 a sandbox 


” was vitally important, not just to the-authors who would 
breathe new lifer into a [ranchise that was Seen by mang © 


to ba past its expiration date, It was also vital in creating 
a gaming experience for multitudes of Star Wars fans 
and gamers, : ¢ 

+ When asked if he'd ever played the game, instead 


> oof just reading the books to measter his trivia skills, Pablo 


Hidalge enthudianlically respands, “Wes, | was ar avid 
gamer from 1988 to about 1998. | loved it. I got to tell 
Star Ware alerted. | pal to apply my Knowledge af 

this fictional space to tell compelling stories for ihe 


Centertainment of my closest friends. Those are some 
“oof ry most vivid Star Wars memories. Since ib happengd 


when fandom was still Largely dormant, it feels like 
Avery personal canneciban io Sav. Wires, 
“l gamemasbered when 0 played. So | would run the 


SINCE IT HAPPENED WHEN FANDOM 
" WAS STILL LARGELY DORMANT, [THE 
GAMES] FEEL LIKE A VERY PERSONAL 
*. CONNECTION TO STAR WARS.. 


scenarios for my froiends,~ Hidalgo continues. “We 
played a mis of homebrew stories and packaged 
adventure modules. Tateoine Mamhwot is a faverite, 
because was one of the first. Ofherspace was a good 
one, led, sanée it was AVven-like herror vith bieieeh- 
using creatures that praceted a Yuuzhar n ong by 
many years.” 

Perhaps one of the most circular ie of InMieemee 


the RPG had on Starr Wars was in bringing Coruscant 


te the big screen, Imperial Canter began ag an unuged 
Ralph McQuarrie painting [For an all-city plamet 


envisioned by Lucas lor Episode Vl called Had Abbadon, | 


heme of the Emperor]. Wot End dusted the painting off 
and ran ft} along wath a back-story for: what they called 
“Imperial Center,” in the original roleplaying game. 
When Zahn went through the books looking for 
inspiration for Heir tothe Empire, he came across 
Imperial Center, but wanted 16 change il one stop 
further. “My argument was that nobody namestheir 


. plane! Imperial Center” Aal capilale an farth hanne 


a histary—Paris, Landon, Moscow... ii becomes.a 
capalal but has a bistery. Sol figured the planed would 


> hawt a nae slice the impenials.are game. ‘| will give 


ita mame and call it Coruscant,’ which, with the human, 
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Pronunciation means glittering.’ | thought a planet- 
Wide city weuld glitter in space, and you seq thal im 
the long shots in the movies.” 

Coruteant made its file debut visially in the 197 
Special Edition release of Aeture of die Jeol, and the 
name Coruscant soon made its way into the films im 
The Phantom Monace, 

West End had their successes, publishing well 
over 100 gourceboeks and game supplements, bul 
soon, things would change. Bill Slavicsek explains, 
“Ewentuallly Weel End lost the license, and when 
TSR became Wizards af the Coast, where | Wak 
then working. we picked up the license and | worked 
on Sie Wives again for 6 couple years. We did ihe 
O20 version and the Star Wars Miniatures Game.” 














D270 refers io a game system designed by Wizards 
of the Coast for the third edition of Dungeons and 
Dragans. “When we got hare with Wizards, the 
qroundeork for the universe was dome; thene wen 
books and nawels and caenpuler games and the cartoon 
amd thet mee movies wre combeng, 20 ib was a very 
different era. A lot of the offer properties af thal time 
ware telling the Soria batter than we could in a game 
product. Our emphasis was to provide a mew game for 
people to play using the B20 system with modileaiians, 
of course, and that game was also the basis for the 
computer game Knights of the (4d Republic.” 

Knights of thee Old Republic, built or the solid 
foundation of the RPGs that came before it, became 
one of (he eas! erilicelly acclaimed vides games 
of all time. It's sold millions of coples and has boon 
listed as one of the best video games of all time by 
darens of major publigations, 


When the Los Angeles Temes created a list of the 
Prise’ influgmtial pigees of ihe Expanded Universe, 
Binightts of the Old Republic made the list, but mo mention 
wae made of ie pon-aed-paper PPOs whalgcneer 

After publishing multiple books and supplements 
that expanded the prequel trilogy and united the 
classic Star Mars universe inte one complete “Saga 
Edition.” But, on January 28, 2010, Wizards of the 
Cant annaunced that they would mal be Penewing 
the license for Star Wars roleplaying games, leaving 
many to wonder what the fubure of this vital outlet 
woul beg, i 
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THE SECURITY FORCES OF NABOO 
REVEALED BY LELAND Y. CHEE WITH 
ADDITIONAL RESEARCH BY TIM 
VEEKHOVEN, KEVIN BEENTJES, AND 
SANDER DE LANGE. 
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lavas fealty inpined by ihe firs Sar 
Fears film, back Im 19777. tl gave Ghee 
Iwas 15 and it completely transformed 
eg, Is the reason valhy Cin hore. 
Growing up im Michagan, | was a Little 
fost about what | wanbed bode a4 

@ career and then Star Wars came 

out. For the first time | kmew what 
lwanted tods, Thal wag my revelation, 


Iwas a cynical art student when 

Star Wears came out We watched 
avant-garde films that made ng 
stnse whatsocver, Of course we 

all Souck off ta gee Star Wars in the 
cinema. | really enjeyed it, but it was. 
never my heart-and-soul film. But 
warking an it aver the years is what 
has made it become very important 
ta me. because il fouches everybody, 
all cultures, all ages, in all countries. 
around the warld. 
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FAVORITE PROWECTS... 


IAIN MCCAIG 
My favorite project is ihe next one... Honman Rockwell, the 
American Wlustrator, described drawing as taking a ball and 
throwing it as hard as you can at a wall—it never comes back 
46 hard ao you threw il, So you throw al really hard! 1's thee 
same thing with projects; you hawe this vision in your head of 
what it looks like and it's great, so you throw your head at the 
paper, but i's mover quite as good. So the next one's going to 
be the one. 


FIRST MEMORIES OF S7AR WARS... 





DOUG CHIANG 

It was the apening shat with the Star Destrayer, | gree 
upas a huge science fiction fan, and | always envisioned 
spaceships, but thal shot just blew my mind! 


AIM Mee AIG 
1 feel very shallow here, | was at the daling age, oo it was 
Carrie Fisher's red Lipstick! . 
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STYLE AND APPROACH... 


DOUG CHAING 

Iwas a ery quiet kid, so | ahways stayed by myself 
and invented my cen trignds, | jugd lave rabots and 
machinery and mechanical parts. lim self-trained as. 
anartist, $9 (hal wees my only way to understand form 
in terms of Looking at its a mechanical part. That's 
the only way | can draw figures—if | break it down into 
a robot, (i deems bo core to me very naturally because 
my brain is hardwired that wary. 


LAIN MCCADG 

Far me, it's people. It's real life. People are, hands 
Gown, thee best fantasy creatures | could ever find, 
There's ewerg variation. fou can tell {rom people's body 
Languages ail sorts of things—whelber they just had 

a fight, whether they re galing fo make cut, whelher 
they're agreeing with each other. |t's all there. 
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MAKING FACES... 


LANA MCA 

George Lucas has always bold me that he was lin Leen with the 
women that | drew. So, | was drawing Padme and George Lucas 
reached over and grabbed the paper ofl the fable, He said, 
“The question is, lain, who is she? Who is she? When you're 

in drawing mode, pou Snewer honestly, so | Said, Shes me, 
George.” | saw ihe lock en his face and | sald, “They're all 

me, George.” The Last thing he said was, “You need help.” 
















ind creature ned} thes Pl yinal aur! pein fo es 
Then | noticed that they weren t drawing the peopl 





Anakin, and Darth Maul— 





mild if) draw thes ind! they a, 
| draw Carth Maul as a hellish figure and 
Pp Amidala, ae EP bore of genilors 





strength and beauty. 
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L 
rain is. pouring doen distorting  ——_—_ ic 
nthe third floor—so what's i LAIN MCCADG i 
hats What | drew—a white daca wih Shea's ny havorite kind od character, wih all thal power # } 
Ty and strength, but also restraint and beauty. | had seen F 
dor and handed il over to Geargi | The Prefessiomal (1994) pears before and | like fo draw 
id something like, “Oh my God! i areal face—I like to howe somebody to clone off of 
secorad worst nightmare, Irenically, J to get my characters, There's already & personality 
i Labelad asthe Sith wrteh.” That ! In there, So, | counted tha yours and chowght, Matalie = 


Portman. She'd be abow! the right age. George comes 
oer and gaya, De you knee thie gil?” anal | eaid, 
“Alo, but she’s your Queen.” 





FOLLOWING RALPH 
MCQUARRIE... 


LAI Moa es 

We had te come up wilh & Weorld thal 
was along time before the Star Wars 
that we knew. If you oak back one 
hundred or tea hundred years age, 
things didn’t actually get simpler; they 
were More complicated, Everpihing 

is hand=made and people were really 
proud of dis. You invent a tar and 

you pula plaque on the skle te cay 
who made it. Costumes were all hand 
Slilthed, 66 we waned lo make & world 
that was richer and mare hand-made 
than the one that you sav in Saar Mars. 


DOUG CHLANG 

Thal a4. came from Gearpe, He's & huge 
history butt, That was one of my first 
questions when | started— How do we 
live up to Ralph's lagacy? George said 
on the first day, “Forpet everything you 
know Sbou4 Star Mars. We're dieing 
something else He told us to book af 
the history of design and world culture. 
We started with a more hand-crafted 
world. Look at the Victorian era— 
there's greal cratamanship—and 
slowly as ihe machine age ewolved, 
things became more manufactured. 
That's what he gan fer ihe eregimal 
trilogy—the manufactured Empire 
world. Here was the more romantic, 
artisam world. 
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NAMING CREATIONS... 


Ohakwhe, fren 
lef; Aridobs's Boye 
Saari hip: peer whe 
borkeieg foo bathe 
betes Sith ond fedi 


(Chiang): aareething 


fren year word 
higatmace: Beith 
Maul verion | 

Collen redobe bed ox 

a tah witch]; a cronge 
healing weentor, 
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George was always a genius at naming things. 
Somehow they just came out | remember that 
“gungan” was a word his sen used fo gay when he was 
watching the big earth-movers. Sometimes he'd look 
Al Someone around the room, take 4 bil of their nae, 
figure out what his davorite color was and take a bit of 
that, mash them tegether and out came this fantastic 


Whon we were working on the podrace, Goarge looked 
al the pictures of the aliens, and five seconds later 
Come lp wih mames fer them! They were thee mares 
=) that stuck and they were all really cool Star Mors 

= names, The names would always fit the characters. 


l remember he ripped the head off one design and pul 


it.on another and it became the acklay! 
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STAR WARS INSIDER INTRODUCES ge 
A BRAND NEW FEATURE, WHICH TAKES A FRESH LOOK "Vaasa eS 
AT SOME OF CONCEPT ARTIST EXTRAORDINAIRE oe 
RALPH MCQUARRIE’S UNFINISHED S74” WAAS PIECES. 


RALPH'S FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE, ART DIRECTOR 
AND CONCEPT DESIGNER PAUL BATEMAN, EXPLAINS - 


ALL, AND INTRODUCES THE FIRST WORK OF ART... 
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oust Star Wars fans 
are tariliar wiih 
)} Ralph MecQuarrie’s 
i wondertal praduction 
L paintings, but they're 
elton less farnilian wath the dazeng 
of preparatory sketches Ralph 
always undertook first. 

At the beginning of preduction 
on the Star Wars movies, the art 
deparbment had & lol al (reedoem ta 
explore whatever ideas popped into 
their heads. Bul a5 each director's 
Vishon hacame more defined, mat 
ererything could travel forward, and 
7 many dees were bell by the waydide, 
1 lm blessed to hawe been 

friends with Aalph McQuarrie 

and to have werked with his ar 
4 for years. Consequently, it's often 
j (hedge early conde pls thal really 
3 excite me. Where might he haw 
: taken these sketches, given time? 
Vihat night they haae booked Like 
xe finished paintings? 

Far the meal few menihs Pil 
explore these possibilities in 
aserbes. of finished “production 
Wligtrationg” created oeelusively 
| for Star War insider. 
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This painting began by combining 
a couple of early color preliminaries 
Ralph created for The Eripire Sleikes 
Back. You'll nobice that by the time 
Revenge of tbe Sib hil theaters, 
Kashyyyk had avetwed significantly. 
- : The unusual-looking bantha i 
+ | called a whorrwaarr! 

4s Ralph gradually refined his 
designs, il wasn't unusual ler him 
| to make huge changes. When | draw 
E ¢ up my line work, | took a bunch of 





things into consideration, including 
thee Lack that this varuld be published 
in a magazine, so perhaps there 
Shouldn't be any Waokiees en the 
staple lina! 

When it came to deciding upon 
a color paletle, ey atarting point 
was one of Ralph's paintings for 
the infamous 1778 Star Mars 
Holiday Soci, 

Ralph's work often had a natural 


luminescent, magical quality. 
He liked ta wee rim Lights and lowed 
long, raking shadoes. For that 
reason, | decided 4 sunny morning 
vibe wauld be something he might 
hawe (hought a good idea. 

[hepe you engey my imerpretalions 
of Ralph's thumbnails as much 
45 [we enjoyed painting hem. 
Next issue we'll be visiting the ice 
planet, Moth. a 


ABOUT PAUL BATE AR 
Paul is an art director 
and concepl designer 
based near Pinewood 
Studios in Landon. 

He can often be heard 
on fhe popular Star 
Wars podcast Rebel 
Force Radia. 

Follow himoon Twitter: 
iPawlR Ao 


AUTHORS OF THE EXPANDED UNIVERSE: 


L. NEIL SMITH 


BY MICHAEL ROGGE 


LANDO CALRISSIAN: 

SUAVE, COOL, AND alas 
ALWAYS ON THE LOOKOUT ele 
FOR ADVENTURE! L.NEIL [ie Diksee mie 
SMITH WAS THE AUTHOR (@ | Soom mes 
WHO GOT TO EXPAND | ~— of Thoacke 
LANDO'S CHARACTER— | =— 

IN THREE EPIC NOVELS! 


ets peta few things straight 

about Lands Calreesian and 

his old buddy Han Selo, Lande 

cores 10 times more charm 
than Han, can ull ofl wearing a 
purple cape rather than a greasy 
UMiLity wes, and is moat definitely 
not soruhy Looking. Barring one 
bad sabacc hand, he's also a betier 
gambler than his Carellian 
counterpart, and most certainly 
wauld have never found hamsell 
making the Kessel Run to pay off 
o Mutt. fet fans of the cardsharp 
oflen despair hes shert-changed, 
that their favorite dice-roller always 
plays second fiddle ba that other 
*no=good swindler,” even alter 
blowing the second Death Star 
ea Gmikhareans. 

Long-time readers of the Siar 
Wars expanded universe, however, 
know that Lande has had his day 
under ihe binary suns. Crack open 
Laredo Ca an and lie Mindharp 
of Sharu, Lando Catnssian and tine 
Flamewind of Oseo%, of Landa 
Calrissian and fhe Starcave of 
Thonfots (first published Suly, 

OF anid December 143 
respectively! all by L. Weil Smith, 
nd you'll find the young Calrissian 
taking camber stage. While he dosn't 
wen a beautiful princess, Lando does 
lard reapect—ihe hard way, And 
Smith keeps the spotlight on the 
inveberaie con-artiste for ihe 
eine 400-plus pages—without 
a single mention of Han Solo. 
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Fler fo fhe publication at Smath’s 
trilogy in 1983, it was a dark time 
for Star Wars fiction, Me original 
novels had been commissioned 
since 1700s Han Solo and te Lost 
Legacy. Lucastilm was going through 

a transitional period after the release 

ol The Empire Srikes Beck, relocating 

its licensing, corporate, and marketing 
offftes from Los Angeles up to Marin 
County in northern Calitornia. The 
Company's primary focus became the 
production of Ferura of the Jedi, nel 
ancillary Star Wars merchandise, and 
many of the loensing editorial staf 
fraaved on to ether pobs. Yot as Jed) neared 
completion in late 1982, Lucasdilm and 
Del Mey saw thal the third film elfered 

@ springboard to relaunch the Star Wars 
fiction line. 

The odifers turned to a formula that 
had been successful in the past: three 
Bhar Aeres thal captured the feel af 
Star Wars, but used wery little of the 
actinal Star Wars itonography and 
movie staryling. Aulhor Brian Daley 
had accomplished this brilliantly in his 
trilogy of Han Selo-centered newels, 
the first of which, Hav Sedo at Stars’ End, 
reached the Mew fore Times bestsellers 
List. A rmegine and rakcal in ihe win of Han, 
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¢ "PROBABILITES BROACHED 


LANDO CALRISSLAN SEEMED THE 
PERFECT VEHICLE FOR A SET OF 
FAST-PACED, THRILLING ADVENTURES! 


Lando Calrissian seamed the perlect 
wehicle for a similar set of fast-paced, 
thrilling adventures, especeally since 
Jed! featured Lando ina reore prominent, 
heroic role than in Empire. 

The firg’ fas was 16 find an auther 
who could turn out the nowels quickly 
20 05 to Lake advantage of Jedi being 
in (heaters. Daley was compidered, hut 
becouse he had also written the radio 
dramas, Lucashle wanted 1 lind a new 
wolce. Owen Lock, who had edited the Han 
Solo books at Del Rey, suggested another 
alihior from hig stabie. L. Neil Srith. 

Smith had gamed a following with his. 
best-selling debul novel, The Prot 
Broach, which re-imegined the United States 
25 a Society govenned by the principles of 
<ivil likertarlincn, Leck sent Lucashilim the 
novel, because beyond the polities, Smith 
had awry cfyie (hal matehed the flaver of 
Daley's Han Solo books. 

“| can bmagine their hair turning 
while when hey gan what was ihe mag 
politically incorrect politics you could 
awe,” saiyo Smith, Licaslilin was indeed 
put off by the political tone of the book 
and inquired whether Smith and Daley 
could callaborale on a series, Lock 
responded that they were not Hollywood 
wrilerd, and did et do things by 
committee, Bul Lock asked Smith if 
he could Keep politics out of the books, 
whith Smilh agreed ta de, 


, orm May 12, 1944 bn Oereer, 
Colorado, Lester Heil Smith grew 
up a military brat, bawneing be 
and from strategic air command 
bane 46 far ae Newfoundland, Canada, 
to Fort Walton Beach, Florida. His lather, 
a veteran of the Second World War and 
Korea, was a big fan of Edgar Rice 
Burroughs's Mars books, and hooked 
{he young Neilon the qenre from the 
day he could read. Smith read practically 
nothing other than science fection, 
devouring adult nevels like Murray 
Leinster's Fongetien Planet and children’s 
books auch as Miss Pickenel! Goes lo Mars 
with equal relish. Belore ha was nine, he 
tried his hand at telling his cen science 
Nein eres, penning a sherk book 
about a rocket Launch. 

Smih read 45 much in ihe genre as 
he could, but it wasn't umbil he discovered 
the books of Robert Heinlein in sixth 








Cadkeise, from 
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Schenicl’s speeder 
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a kefier fem Oven 
lock, ewecutes editor 
ae | fey, oiler sone 
fendi diesction; the 
galleried edifice which 
ealleted ol thies al 
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grade thal he completely hell for ihe 
work of one author The virtues Heinlein 
extolled in many of his movels regarding 
personal Liberty, freedom of expression, 
and an individuals. moral responsibility 
Fiade sense to the young Smith, and 
helped form his political view of the 
world. It wae oll oer | bnew where 
Ibelenged, secially, ldealegically, 
whatewer, For me, in many respects, 
Robert Heinlein was my intellectual 
father,” Smith says. 

Smith knew fram reading nterviews 
wilh Hoinbein that the auiher Liked his 
privacy and preferred to spend his time 
Writing Titian, nal correspondence, 
so Smith never bothered him with fan 
mail, Rather, il vas Heinlein who sent 
a pestoard to Smith alter the publication 
of Tire Probability Broach, saying he had 
enjoyed the book, The gesture meant a 
great deal to the young author, and from 
fhen on Smih corres pended with the 
Holintoins, particularly Roborts wile, 
Virginia, afber Robert passed away. 
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NEVER TELL ME 
THE OO0S 


® uchlike Landa, Smiih 

was a restless soul in his 

formalive years, and spent 

five yours in college, 
“fundamentally majoring in war 
avoidance” he says [America wae 
embroiled in Vietnam. He felt unwelcome 
in 19705 academia, and took on an array 
of odd jobs, opening his own gum shop 
and serving asa police officer. Politics 
coMinued to be a passion, and in 1972, 
Smith ined the masoent Libertarian 
Party, which had jutt been hounded in 
Westminster, Colorade by David Nolan. 
Soon Smith became one of the party's most 
i luerlial ard arhent weeees, aed rar Ter 
the Colorado General Assembly in 19 7R 

Ta this day, Smith is the only Star Wars 

author or figure closety associated with 
Sars to at mounted a run for the 
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a 
er exmat® a eneuka be * jaea bY 
mes the 26 ae poweLbh® ary ate pro LOB to the larger Star Wars story. 
of cow dora h¥ im e = 
el 2 ape gt eae ae a proloa | Lucasfilm consented, but had 
gnowk : # Fi 
gar bere Whee enpacked: 1 Sentpeing bettet St tom, him revise the background for 
tt aaa chy apateer i pactat sears * Lando's proposed nemesis, 
10M an cram ip oth SOS “un make 2€ Rokur Gepta. Smith had 
rt play elements : conceled that Gepia would be a 
¢ you have an? probless call recast! Dark Lord of the Sith lite Darth 
Z ie oe wet To sae Vader, but at ihe tite, the Sith 
Tha Seer ere eae owert out of bounds. So Smith 
eis sehen crested a mee order of evil 
Have # ro perveriCa maglc-users, the Sorcerers 
obed of Tund, and made Genta the 
heir te their anchent rearetle. 
(Once his outlines were 
n Lack Approved, Smiah had nine 
Cuacurive Beiter waoeks te write the beaks, 


American presidency in 2000, when the 
Arizana chagter ol the Libertarian Party 
was abodes with the national nominee Hanry 
Browne, they decided to place Smith on the 
Slate election ballot instead of Browne. 

“lqet.a higher percentage of the vote 
Alter cam paegning for eeght hours in ihe 
Pheonix area than Harry Browne got 
nationally afber campaigning for eight 
years,” says Smith, recalling his race for 
the White Howse, 


ree, Bey Boe 


BROTHERHOOD OF 
THE FALCON 


e taying apolitical in writing the Lando 
books was.8 tough task for Smith, but 
ihe relied on hits lowe of sclence fiction 
to quide hie through the work. As they 
had dane with Daley, Lucasfilm lirnibed Senith 
from diving too deep into the Star vars film 
mythelogy, because it was unkrerem 
what George Lucas planned in the 
Tuture. Maintaining a cohesive 
-conlinuity ever the Shar Wars property 
was a priorey for the company since 
the fire) expanded universe mevel. 
Sodduter of tar Mind's Ey, might have 
conbused fans. 
“My grounds wore ihese: 
| could mot use anything in Star Wars 
except Lande,” Smith says. Smith 
head a difficult tiene imagining here 
he could Keep lhe essence Star 
Mars, ao he asked that hie could 
ue lhe Mifisnium Falcon becouse 
that is what connects Lando 




































His wife, Cathy, look care 
of him as he did mathing 
except cat, sleep, and 
wrile, Simteen bours-a-day. Having endured i 
lhe same gauntlet himeall, Brian Daley sent i 
Smith a supportive letter, and the two became 


last Iriands, They sarted calling themselves | 
the “Brotherhood of the Fafeon,” because they I 
had both written aboul the adventures of ihe im 


Miflanaium Falcon. 
“Briain was the sweetest, gentlest, kindest t 





man | have probably ever known in my Life,” a | 
Smith says. “We all lost a really good human j 
being when he died young... | dant know how ail 
many wondentul books we've missod.~ | 
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a r 
mma WEEKS OF THE CENTRALITY THE COVERS THAT | 
a Pavers SpTt , 
€ ie as Rheey had with Dalkey, the NEVER WEREI 
& limitations proved beneficial to Smith's : 
é& creativty. Mirroring Daley's Corporate 
| Secter, Smith invenied his own corner hese tea sketches 
€ of the Star Mars galaoy, ehich he dubbed “the were drawn by Ralph 
& Centrality.” twas an ironic pare, because “ihe MeQuarrie far Lada 
. Centrality” was tar trom the center of anything L Catrissian and tie 
. 5 in the galany, incLoding the Empire or is war Mindharp of Shara, but 
< . wath Che Piebel Alliance, Instead of having ultimately rejected im lavar 
a corporate-combralled security force, the of William Schmidt's art. 


(Centrality apersied its cen acres) nay io 
patrola motiey collection of asteroid casinos, 
pomitiee worlds, and alien starcanes. 

Morgaver, Smith did not have the tine 
to censor himself under such a tight 
deadline. He poured his imaginaiian ante 
the page, shuffling around the rules of 
poker to create the sabacc cand game. 

A ling 22 revolrer ranulactuned to titin 
the watch pocket of jeans became the basis 
fer Lande's stingbeam, while the mare 
Lande navigated in Mindharp was. patterned 
afber the layout of a Parcheesi board. Smith 
Cannebhalized the hames of colleagues tar 
planets such as Paulking XWi and Gouglas ill 
and the pleasure yacht Arlee, He indulged 
his wicked sence of humor wherever he 
could, riffing on Trix cereal commercials 
ina descriptian of the “Silly Rabbit” 
consbellation and modeling the avian 
nareoli¢s officer, Ways Fy bot, aller Big 
Bird fram Sesame Street. He ewen offset 
English vowels and consonants to hide 
inside jokes within character names and 
the Gswadt Language. 

Tangue-in-cheek allusions aside, Smith 
knew that the magic of Star Wars layin its 
memorable characters. For many fans, his 
fod) belaved contribulion ta Sar Wars lore 
is Lando's sidekick, the five-tentacled droid 
Valli Raa, whose shape ead inspired by 
brittle stars, deep-sea echinoderms which 
look like starfish. YVulfi Raa becomes a 
surragate Chewee far Lands, a loyal ee-pilet 
who will sacrifice anything to save his 
al human friend. 

s Smith was surprised at what he achlewed 

in such a short period. “I'm cranking out 
more material per day than ve ever dane im 
€ my life, and it feels pretty terrific,” he wrote 
bo has editor after burning in the forst navel, 
initially titled Lande Calrissian and the 
€ Mindharp of Aer. The final chapters 
were done ina rather strange slale of 
consciousness resembling that of a prisoner 
€ of warin Keres... but its 4 good adventure 
and [get rid af various annoyances and 
a braced Lando up as 3 self-motivating 
character a6 mich a6 | eculd.” 
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“IT BRACED LANDO UP ASA 


SHELF-MOTIVATING CHARACTER AS 


MUCH AS I COULD.“ 
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hough published BD yoars 
ago, fans continue to write 
la Smith in appreciation af 
his Lande books, George — 
Lucas himsell tipped his hai to * 
Simitih’s movels in Tee Prato 
Menace, introducing “Ben 
Quadinarss from the Tund syaiem.” 
Of all his creatlens, Senith sill has 
Se solt spot in his heart for Vulfi Ras 
and wuld Lave a chanee to tell hls 
further adventures. But at 47, 
“Dhan miere ideas for beaks than 
Iwill ewer get to write.” 
Smith does have a message 
tor follow Star Wars tans. “Forget 
the long age, in a galaxy far, far 
away. These books are about 
the future,” he says. “The people 
who care enough to cane about 
Star Wars, theyre in charge, [They 
need] to make sure there is a 
tubure... afd that iis hulure of 
freedom. Because otherwise, it will 


mean nothing.” ob 
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oroally must lmave, Your a fe c= L-— @ wore famous in this region, Dospite 
Highness.” The dance a) % j | ‘the Imperial presence that hung 












misle being played by the : 2 aver the place like an oppressive 
= distractingly attractive fog, it was a levely setting, and fer 
Zeltron band in the cantina nearly | 4 moment Leia wished she could 
drowned out Gorhan's words, bul even { *, simply appreciate har surroundings. 
if Leia hadn't been able to hear him, But only for a moment. She 
the selemn expression on his tanned —= } i F 1 wand one for wishes, 
and weathered tare would have gotten ——. Her senses bwinged and she 
; the message across, L - i whitled around just a8 a hand 
_ The young Sornater Organs — reached out and grabbed her upper 
checked the time yet again, the ! arm. Gorhan's blaster was. aiready 
SS gnawing feeling in her stomach in the other man’s face when they 
Be worsening. “Rafe Ballon is one of our most reliable agenis~ § both realized it was Rafe, huddled in the doorway of what 
~_ —H And a friend of Father's, she added silently, Hot that it could & appeared tobe a residential building, the collar of his jacket 
race afford Alm ¢pecial treatmngnt. “i he bent here, lt has be } pulled up to hide his features a6 much as possible, 
=) mean something happened to him. Can't we give him a few iGorhan muttered a curse and lowered his sidearm. 
ee = more minules?~ “Rafel™ Leia said, “What -~ 
Gorhana ared untemfortable about his answer, but | “Princess.” Rafe's gray eyes darted from side to side: the 
| a: pe gray tye 
om || resolute nonetheless. His determination to give her bad news. short, slim man was as nervous as Leia had ever seen him, 
SO en when he Knew she wouldn't like it was ono poason phe “Malt Toggan is ante mo, Sommhow he found oul thal lim 
PO) kept him around. That and the fact that he was practically the | the one who's been slicing into his systems.” He held out a 
DO size of a Wookies. “I'm afraid net, Princess,” he said, “We've | datacube in a shaking palm. “Everything (ve collected te date 
TO) already stayed too long, If anyone were to find you bere...” | isenhere. Troop movement schedules, security prebocols, 
Tada “| knew, Ukinow." Leta shook her head. She wasn't supposed 9} everything you meed from this sector. Take it and go.” 
ma to bo inthis sector al all; hor ship's official (Flightplan listed | “Bul what about you?” Lola pretested. “I they catch you, 


only a diplomatic visit to Ouro, keeping this side trip to the they'll Kill you.” Gr warse, she thought queasily. 
hearby planet Quellor a secret, They had landed here under “lm already dead,” Rate said it with a shrug, bul Leia 
falee names with a forged manifest. She was still mew to solo could see that his effort at nonchalance was failing, “Leia,” 
missions, and ihe plan was to be planetside just long enough to he said mare senously, and she had a sudden flashback to 
rendezvous with Rate and reiriqve the tactical Information he him discussing strategy in hor father’s study, his expression 
had for her. Anything longer than that was dangerous, especially increasingly somber with each new glass of brandy. “i've 
for @ sill-inexperienced eperative. Gorhan was right, slways Known (his was 4 possibilily, Take the cube and don't 
But that didn’t mean she had te Lila it. So worry about mae.” 
“Fine,” she said, trying net to sound like asulky teenager—- jf Leia's mind reeled, refusing to accept what he as saying. 
Oven il the Wak one, She pulled the hood attached to hor pale “Don't be ridiculous. Youre eorming with us.” 
blue gown back wp over her head. “Let's go.~ | “qour Highness —~ both Fate and Gorhan began at once. 
They left the cantina and made thelr way through the Gorhan glared al ihe small wiry Rafe, who subsided. “We can’t 
twisting streets of Quellor City in the direction of the )) take him onboard,” Gerhan continued. “lt they knew he's. with ihe 
spaceport, an alert Gorhan leading the way, looking from side Rebellion, and he gets connected to you... I's too much of a risk.” 
to side WHR small, preclee raovemonts (hal conlrastod with bile Lela keow, af least intellociually, Unat her @seorl Wak right 
hulicing build. it was minutes past dusk, the dark of night just again. But she couldn't bring herself to agree this time, while 
beginning to settle on the city's ornately aspired buildings, and 4 | Rate looked af her with death iin his eyes. “| knew all about the 
the temperate air smelled sweetly of the kabella flowers that @ risks,” she said, summoning her best tone of reyal command. 
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“My entire fife is a riak, And im not going to let anyone die whe 
doesnt need to.” She looked at her father’s triend reassuringly 
and repeated, “You're coming with ws,” 

Out af the corner of her eye shee could see Gorham shaking 
his head: she ignored him, beeping her gaze on Fafe. 

The epy svallowed hard, then sighed. Thank you.” he 
whispered. “Eur if there's even a hint this is going to go 
Wrong... 

“Hew about we quill talking about it and mows,” ahe sald, 
The three rebels took off in the direction of the Goanstant Spirit, 
none of them noticing the smell of katella blossoms or thee 
stars beginning to appear inthe night sky. 


Despite the collective nervousness of everyone onboard, 
the Constanl Spiral lett Guellor's airspace without difficulty, 
Seated inthe cockpit of the compact light freighter with her pilot 
and navigator, Leia allowed herself a glicmmer of hope that they 
would laave the planet as unobirusively as they had arrived. 

Burt shortly after they left atmo behind for the vacuum of 
Space, emnerpe ney Klan started blaring, Saul haw Anover we 
wouldn't get off se casy, Lela thought. 

“A Single Imperial Gustoms corvetbe appreaching.” reported 
the pilot, Minna, “They're hailing us.” 

At beast the Moff hadn’t had time to send more ships after 
them, Yel, “Let's hear wha they hanwe lo aay,” Lela said, 

Minna nedded, and a moment Later a clipped male volee filled 
the cabin. “Attention Cenetant Saint, this is Captain Task aboard 
the Gatekeomer, You are transporting a hnewn spy. Surrender 
him at once and we will spare your vessel.” 

Right, She as young, but she wasn't stupid. “lim afraid 
we don't knew what you're talking about, Captain,” Lela said, 
keeping her volte as even &s possible, Her heart pounded in her 
chest. Were shimmersilk merchants who wore delivering a 
shipment to a loyal client in the capital.” 

“Whoever you are, you'ne in leagues with the Rebellion.” Task 
said. Lela felt a pang of relief that he at least didnt know her 
identity. Their aliases. must have beld ip under inspection. Turn 
over Rate Ballon or vee will fire on your ship. | will give pou one 
minute to respond.” The communication ended. 

Rafe appeared in lhe apening to the eockpel, “Let me turn 
myselt in,” he said, “You can't 
allow ome person to jeapardize 


the mission —rottementionthe TERT Wat R UTE TE | 
“Minna, begin evasive LEAGUE WITH THE REBELLION,” TASK 


maneuvers,” Leia said, net book ig 


back at him. “Youk, how soon until SAID. LEIA FELT A PANG OF RELIEF 
See te aera THAT HEAT LEAST DIDN'T KNOW HER 


The Man Calamari navigator 


Soeeecee ees IDENTITY, THEIR ALIASES MUST HAVE 
Minutes, Your Pinec. 
That eae atleast five minutes  WOMMMLLMOU eM TIS ei his) 000m 
langer than shed like, “Garhan?” — -——- = — — - 
she said into the comm. 
“ALP y in place, Prin¢ess.” 
Good. The Canstart Spirit only had one gun, the better to 
make it appear a peaceful merchant vessel, but Gorhan would 
make the best of if. “Fire at will, And everybody hold an.~ 








*[ newer should have come onboard,” Aafe said. He again, this time froma Laser blast, snapping her head back. 
slammed his palin against a bulkhead in frusiraticn, Rafe threw himself ints the chair beside her and strapped 
“You might want ta sit down,” Leia told him. No sooner hirsell im. 
were the words out of her mowth than her stomach lurched “How are we doing?” Leia asked Minna. 
u 63 ihe ship werd inte a sleep climb. hale Humbled and put his “Hanging In for the moment, bul Phen t krow hew Long our 
} hands out ta keep from slamming head-first into the cockpit’s deflector shields are going to hold up under their attack.” As if 
opposing bulkhead, on cue, the ship shuddered ominguely, Minna blew a black curl 
i “Like | was saying...” Leia murmured. The ship racked of hair out of her face as she checked her console. “Just what 
Le — ay pee ge a = ™% 
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Deere prrperyry 


Iwas afraid of: shields are fading fast,” she said grimly. “Down | wrth a yelp as another blast rocked the ship. “My apologies.” 
filly percent already.” | “T's all right, fouk.” Leta seid, drying bo sound ealen. 1) know 
“Gorhan?” Leia asked. you're deing what you can.” Despite her tone, her mind was 

“Doing whal Pcan,” he responded, “Their shields seem to be racing. W this mission failed, it would reflect badly mot only 


halding Bother than expeebed,” ef ber, Sul en er alber, She Wark dolermingd net te let 
“Naturally,” Leia said under her breath. “Youk, how are that happen. 

those calculations geingT— / Then again, if she vraind up dead, it probably wouldn't 
“TEU still be a few mere minutes, Your High=" He ended 2 matter much te her either way. 
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“dust gal (mh a gece BEI” 
Gorhan shouted. “We'll 
have them on the run yet!” 

Laisa grimaced. They 
mist readily be in trouble if 
Gorkan was pretending ta 
be optimisiic. 

With the next impact 
agalmst the hull, Minna 
spat a curse. “Shields are 
gone,” she barked, Fim 
doing what I cam, butt id 
something pood doesn't 
happon fast...” The ship 
banked hard again as 
the pilot tried her bess 
to continue to evade the 
larger cratt. 

Lala leaked aver 
at Rafe to solicit his 
advice, bul [he man was 
breathing loud and fast, 
almost as if he were 
having a panic attack. He 
looked back at her, and 
his gray eyes revealed 
his agony. “I can’t do 
this anymore,” he said. 
He pulled off his safety 
harness and ran out of 
the cockpil, 

“Where are you golng? 
Rafel™ Leia considered 
going alter him, bul the 














ship shuddered again and 
She slaved pul. She'd have 
to deal with him Later. 


Another hit, and alanms 
started blaring. “That 
last blas§ took out the 
hyperdrive,” Yauk said in 
dismay. “And disabled the 
alluvial dampers.” 

4 All opened in Leia's 


stomach. “| think we're in | eee ny PIT OPEN FD IN LEIA'S 


irouble,” Stee bit her lip, 


wondering what her father STOMACH. a THINK WE'RE IN 


would doin this siuation. 


Nat gat himself into it in TROUBLE.” SHE BIT HER LIP. 


the first place, most likely. 


“Fer now jut keep trying WONDERI NG WHAT HER FATH ER A moment later, (he pod came 


yaur best to outfly them, Minna, ] into view, headed directly for the 
And Gorhan, keep barraging them WOULD DO IN THIS SITUATION. Imperial shap - more specifically, 
with guntirge,” And Ii] try ta come , | the Gatekeepers bridge = and 
Up wl seething brilliant. as they waited, the pod made no 
“Gpess. nen we find oul if my indication of changing course. 
best is good enough, Minna said. She was gripping the “don't believe it. He's going to ram them,” Minna 
yoke so tightly that the brown skin on her knuckles was ‘said breathlessly. 
turning while, Lela reached aver lo squeeze the her “Can you open pa comm channel ta ihe pod?” Lola agked. 
woman's shoulder. “(im trying, but he isn't responding,” Youk informed her. 
“Senabar, samething s happening... We've lost our escape Lela reoaned, Hew wauld she ever explain this bo her father? 
ped.” Minna said in confusion. “it just Launched by itself. “T's as crazy.a plans we ewer coen, but if it works, he just 
Youk, check to see if it's a malfunction.” might save our skins,” she heard Gorhan say. 
The Mon Calamarl pressed a few keys, “DL deswam'e appear Everyone in the cockpal eoemod to bo helding (heir breath 
to be, mo” as they watched the pod make its way toward the larger ship. 
“Rafe,” Leia said with «gasp. has be be, Bul whet is he The Oelekeeper, presumably intent on finishing off its mere 
doing? Turning himself im? important quarry, didn't take action against the pod until it was 
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too Late. The shia began to funn and fired | 


Its main gum, but both last-ditch efforts 
failed, Fafe’s pod found its target well 
qneugh, ramming Inte the bridge ina 
spectacular conflagration. 

A dewlt bier, Leia thought, 

Completety disabled, the Gatekecper 
listed to one side aimlessly, looking 
alment pitiful as it floated in space like 
a ghost ship. But there was only one Lost 
seul for which Lela griewed, 

Gorhan appeared im the cockpit 
opening, his bulk blocking out all light 
boklnd him “Whoever's left onboard is 
going to have bigger problems than wes to 
teal with now, We owe Rafe a debi.” 

“Yes,” Leia said, hor voice rough. 


ASI SS 


She closed her ayes, Willing hearse! net to ery, She 
couldn't bet her crew see her that way, lice a lost 
lithe girl. 

After a long merment, Minna cleared her threat, 
“What are your orders, Senator?” 

“Take us bo the closest nen-oceupied planet,” 
Leia sald wearily. “We'll arrange for either repairs. 
or transport.” 

“Yes, Your Highness.” 

The crew of the Genstant Spirit was quiet for the 
remainder of (he drip, 


Leia told her father about it when she returned 
ho Alderaan, Waating to deliver the pews in pergan., 
She satin his plush, expansive office, where she had 
Spent so many hours while she was groeving up, and 
hallingly ¢2zplalned what had happened. She expected 
Bail Organa to be angry, or frustrated, but instead he 
Was. pus sad, 

“I'm so sorry,” she sald, mot for the first time 
since she'd sat down | can't help but feel that this is 
rrery fault.~ 

“Bate knew the risks of his mission,” her father said. 
He slice in (rent of the pichire window, Bis back te her 
a5 he stared out at rolling green hills anda bright blue 
lake that byinkLed in the sunlight. “He was prepared 
te die for the Alliance, and he did. As a here. There are 
worse ways for a man to dic.” 

“Bul he didn’t Mave fo,” Leia said slubbornly, wineing 
at how young she sounded even to her own ears. 

“He didnt?” He turned to look at her, “What could 
have gone dilferantly?” he asked, mare gently than 
she expected. “What would have saved both the 
intelligence we needed and ihe rest of your crew?" 

“| don't know,” she said, bowing her head. 

“But there must have been something. | didn't think 
fast emough...” 

“You cant save everyone, Leia,” Bail said. He sat 
down next to her on fhe couch and look her hand ih 
his. “Your feelings do you credit, but war requires. 
sacrifice. Asacrifice we all must be willing to make.” 
He squeozed hor hand, “You can't save everyone,” 
he repeated. 

She squeered back, glad he was there, taking 
comiort in the familiar warmth of his skin, But 
his #ords nagged at her. Maybe | can't always 
Saye gveryons,” she conceded, “That degan't maar 
| shouldn't try.” She raised her chin defiantly. 

His dark eyes showed his dowbls, bul he smiled 
at her anyway. “fou wouldn't be you if you didm‘'t,~ 
he said 

Thay sat together until a servant called thmen te 
dinner, heralding the end of another day. There was 
Always tomornow, 


EXPANDED 


Fallow Jennifer Heddle an twitter Mjenheddle 
Have a look at Magalis art at 
hitpal!magali-villemeuye. blogspol.cauk 
And doen't miss Empire and Rebellion; Razors Edge 
by Martha Wells—in stores now! 


UNIVERSE 


INSIDER 








‘an | | an 
| 











BROUGHT ON BOARD INDUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC 


BEGINNING WITH STAR WARS: EPISODE IV A MEW HOPE, 


"WORKING ON ASMALL SCALE ANDINA STRANGE, 
___ UNKNOWN INDUSTRY, DURING AN INTERVIEW FROM 


ord Peterson wack 

one of the pioneers 

of Industrial Light 

& Magic [ILM], and 

Star Wars: Episode 
IW A Mew Hepe wras his firat 
film as a model builder, tm 
1770, when ILM moved Irom 
Los Angeles to marthern 
California, George Lucas 
imdled Peterson to oversee 
model producthoam for Star 
Wars: Episode V The Emaire Strives Gack, 44 the 
time ofthis intorvigw, hey had just comploted Star 
Wars: Episode Vi Return of the Jedi. Peberson has 
been hanoned wilh an Oscar and 4 BAFTA devard far 
his work on dnglana Jones and the Femple of Doom. 
He has visual effects cnedits for 42 ims in all, and 
is co-auther of the gorgeaus tore Sculptag a Galaxy: 
feside the Star Wars Moded Shon 

In 1982, Thamas G. Smith, general manager ef 

ILM, began writing Industral Light & Magic: The Art 
of Special Effects. Smith intervbewed key ILM people 
fer the book, encluding Lerma Peterson, Here is 
the complete interstew for Insider readers, as it is 
published if Full—tor the First time! 


Themas &. Smith: When did you first get interested 
In model-building 

Lorne Peterson: 45a boy, | waned to be an artist. 
When |asked for new bedroom furnilune, my parents 
said they couldn't ahtord tt, sol asked them for maney 
for fhe wood and 0 built it myself. | entered ar 





“WEY WERE OFFERED A JOB MAKING 
MODELS FOR A FILM WE HAD NEVER 
HEARD OF. SINCE WE HAD NO OTHER 
WORK LINED UP, WE TOOK THE JOB.” 


canblests in painting, printmaking. sculpiure, and 
organized an art carnival, My dad had a great shep 
and that helped a lot. 


Where did you get your formal training? 
lentered college at Long Beach State, hoping ta 
become an architect. It wasn'l bong before | was 
drawn inte industrial design. Alter | graduated, 
legulde’t find werk, s¢ clagsginate Jam Erland and 
| formed a somal design company. 


Hew did that wark out? 

We got some work right away, but when there 
We @imingr recession in 1775, business alenved 
down. With nothing to do, we both took off om short 
wacations, expecting things wauld improw by the 
time we got back. When we reburned, there had 
been acall from another Long Beach State grad we 
krew, Beh Shepherd, He ellered us a job making 
models fora film we had newer heard of, directed 
by the quy who directed American Grail, Gearge 
Lucas. Since we had mo ether work lined wp, ve took 
the job. 





Absrwec Peterson vies 
ind the pn el the 
Trarsamne saone slog! 
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Describe ILM when pou first went 
fo work there in the fall of 1975, 
They were just getting organized 
in an industrial building north of 
Lod Angeles. | wae amaped lo see 
all the camera equipment and 
anists drawing spaceships. The 
first model | wag assigned ta build 
was a large detail section on the 
Death Star, which we called Thee 
Trench,” Because of our expernence 
in industrial design, we made it 
Using modular pieces, 


How many people were tere in 
the model shop when you started? 
There were about four or five 
ether poeple, and in the whale 
building, there were perhaps 

25, Jahn Dykstra wae the 

boss, and he worked for 

George Lucas. 


What other models were you 
feapengible fort 

They hired ws hor twee works, 
but that soon became tevo 
reanths. Other poaple pitched 
in to help us build the Qeath 
Star, and | selup processes. 

for making ather models, using 
technology I'd learned in my 
indusirial design wark, Ores of 
the models assigned to me was 
the sanderawler, and | alee worked 
on iho X=wving. 





Bolere Star Wars, spaceships in 
films looked pristine. Star Aiars 
diverged fram thal concept, How 
did that come about? 

From the beginning, we went 

for a “space-aged™ Lock. It was 

a “used” universe and George 
really preached that. Esch ship 
had te have its own character, 
Hs own history. 


Ive heard that the original ILM 
was 2 chaotic place where people 
worked all hours at the day and 
night; not what 20th Cenbury- 

Fax congidered & nermal 
Filmmaking operaiban, 

Yeah, | remember a number of 
times Gaorge would wander 
through at ¥ o'clock at night and 
we'd all be working, The doors were 
pretty much open 24 hours a day 

| saill had my little desagn company 
with Jon Erland, sowe were lrying 
to work both places atonce. I'd 
start wark a omy company in ihe 
moming and then go ower bo IL. 








“GEORGE LUCAS WOULD 


WANDER THROUGH ILM AT 9 
O’CLOCK AT NIGHT AND WE'D 
ALL BE WORKING. THE DOORS 
WERE PRETTY MUCH OPEN 


24 HOURS A DAY.” 


[suppose you didn't anticipate a 
career working far George Lucas? 
Not at all Gur industrial design 
business was picking up. We even 
had ta Bite peeple to work ler qur 
own shop. Then | started heading 
up mare ILM pregecia. | gave 
various parts of my Star Wars 
models to olher people and began 
spending mare lime working al 
ILP. We were all great model- 
builders, but none of us had ewer 
worked on anything as Large as 
Star Wars. 
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So what happened when Star Wars 
was finished and they clased the 
doors al ILM? 

We were all blown aeay by how great 
(he flim turned Gaul. | wanted to de 
more film work, but the mele 
business was new to me. 4 guy who 
made sleary X-rated lire mada me 
an offer bo do the models for his mext 
film. Meld John Dykstra about it and 
he wont ballistic, He told me, “Sher 
Wars is going tobe great and you'd 
hater mat go and do anything as 
sordid as that Don't ruin your 
fepulslbon doing thal kind of (hing. 
Dykstra was right. So I didnt take 
{he job. 


Were you surprised by Star 
Wore” bax office suctess? 
lknew it would be a geod film, 
but never dreamed it would be 
86 sccesstil a6 ik was, Bo cee 
did. Even George Lucas was 
surprised, He used to eat dinner 
ata place called The Hamburger 
Hamlet located across the strect 
lrom Grauman’s Chinese Theatre 
in Holywood. After the film 
opened, he'd $i near the window 
where bee could see the lines 
forming outside ihe theater. | 
couldn't qe anpehers wilh 
hearing people talking about it, how 
fanbaassie ih was, and hoy eeeny fires 
they'd soon it. 


Wha did you da when ILM clesed? 
After (LAM closed, | made models 

for the ABC network serces Baltlestar 
Galaciica. John Dykstra teased ILM's 
equipment from Georpe and set 

up a shop far the show, Alloiglh 

it wasn't called ILM [it was called 
Apogee), 4 lot of the sane peoale 
and equipment were used 

on Galactica. 
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Wher did you hear about ILM refarming? 
George hired Joo Johnston te draw up 
some concept drawings for a follow-up 
fim. We weren'l Sire il was part of Star 
Wars, but Jon was working om comeapls 
for a character | Later learned was Yoda. 
George discussed the character with Joe 
withoud telling him any story details or 
that it vas connected to Star Miers in any 
way, Later, visual effects superior 
Richard Edlund called mo and asked what 
I'd think of heading up a model shop ata 
new ILM in Marin County. Dennis Muren 
had been centacted, lao. Heiter Dennis 
nor Richard had signed wp yet, but | didn't 
knows that. 

Ol was a big decision tor mie, Buk 
Thinking they were all going to be there, 
| signed on. George told me | could hire 
Aryane, Gul (hal he'd prefer if if | hired 
local talent, I didnt know anyone in that 
part of California, so | hired Stewe Gawley 
and Paul Huser who had worked an Stare 
Wars, | knew thoy dl dea qodd job. 


Why dide't John Orkaire join the rest 
ol you? 

I think there was a falling-out between 
George and John. He alse had @ lot of 
work in Los dungeles and maybe he just 
didn’t want to mowe 400 miles away. 


Hew weld you compare the model work 
for Empire Strikes Back with Star Wars? 
Looking back, Empire was the hardest 
and, When we started, producer Gary 
Kurtz said, “Atleast the models are 
already made.” That was a great myth. 
The new ILM secupied about hall of an 
industrial structure. Wo wet up ther micedal 
shop ina 1,000 square foot section of that 
building, Then work beqan te smoevtall 

on Us, We were net only asked te build 
new models, but mang of the old ones 

had (6 be dapted tn & different dale, Far 
oxamplo, (he Muon Falcon we ued 
on Star Wars was too Lange to use in the 
asteroid chase sequence. So some models 
wore built again smaller and game larger 





Then, of course, there were late of new 
ones that weren't in the first dilm, 


Whal was the most difficult model te 
build on Empire? 

The one that took the most man-hours 
was Vader's ship [the Super Star 
Destroyer Frecidar), Originally, we were 
just supposed to re-dress the “Star 
Destroyer.” They said they'd put a filter 
on the camera to change the colar, But 
as time went on, Joe Johnston and George 
sav ios bigger, more massive, The 
problem was ta get it byilt and on the 
stage for filming in seven wooks. 


Describe the ship's lighting. Thal was 
very impressive. 

lihas twe different kinds of light systems: 
interiog lights thal show Uhraugh when 
you drill holes bn it, and strips of painted 
brass plates with tiny holes etched in 
them. | calculated that the ship had 
250,000 lights. The Star Destroyer tram 
Star Wars had something like 30,000 
lights, and we thought that was 
Imipressivg at tie time. 


When did you start to use fiber-optic 
Lighting? 

That was right at the beginning of Star 
Mars. Grant McCune put fiber optic lights. 
on the wing lips of ihe X-wing fighter, 


Were there no fiber-optics in Darth 
Vader's ship? 

Onlyin the comming tower. We preferred 
the etched brass ides. 


Wihat was the most eponsive model 
you built? 

lwaule say Vaders ship, We put @ led 
of tire into it and | believe tt cost ower 


$120,000 [around $475,000 in 2013 
dollars], Partly. the high cost wad dine 

to all the overtime, the mush bo build it, 
We built the Star Destroyer for around 
580,000. bul thal was over & period of six 
menihs, Waders ship was done in seven 





ends weeks. We pul ih enormeaud 
overtime. But that doesnt make Vader's 
ship the most compiles one |LM ever built. 


What was the mast complex ship your [LE 


shop built? 

The ship fer £.7%r The Extra-Terrestrial was 
the neast sophishicated, bul i was much 
smaller tham Vader's. 


Hew de the Star Wars films you's dong 
compare in terms of effort? 

We buill about 50 models for the first 
Star Wars. amd for Joo) we made arcund 
160, That ent counting things Like the 
miniature redwood forest for tedr's 
Stooher chase and the enormous Death 
Star surlace seen at the end of the film. 
The number of models for finpire was 
Sboul 100. So over & period of 10 years, 
we constructed about 300 models. 


Hew many of these medels have been 
preserved inthe Lucastiim Archives? 
After we finished Jel, George had us set 
aut SU the models on cur large sound- 
Slage, He rewinwed gach one of {heen and 
gave a thumbs-up to seme and a thumbs- 
down to olhers. Fans around the world 
wauld be harrified ta knew we kept arly 
§0 to 100 out of all we built Mot all of 
fhem were complete. Most of the mode|ls 
discaried were lragmenis of shige or 
ones made for distant shots where 
aniculation was not so detailed. 


Which ones are you personally most 
proud of, of the ones you built? 

I found | had bo dewole more time to 
Suparvicing than i would have liked, so 
i didn't get to build as many models as 
Iwished, Bul one 0 did was Boba Fells 
ship [Stave f]. Comeapt artist Nilo Rodis. 
Jamero [assistant art director for [LM] 
warked an early drawings far if, I wae 
a great feeling to get back te building 
something on my own. Boba Fett didn't 
gelmuch streen-lime, bul | really liked 
fhe legk of hia ship, 
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Star Wars; The Cisne Ware Season fine, [pisode One—imbesh” 


ent io the Toydarian system's coral 
mean ol Ringasa ba negotiate ihe 
possibility of the Republic founding a 
base in Toydarian territory, Yoda's ship 
is attacked by the Banking Clan and hes 
forced ta land on dhe moon in an escape pod. 

Agetvied hy only three clang treapers, 
Yoda must stand against Asajj Venbress and 
a &hdid grimy in order bo prove thal the Jedi 
are more capable than Count Qookw and his 
Separatist bo protect ihe Toydarian people 
ifs hee war, 

Veriress makes a deal with Yoda—if he 
and his clones can evade her bess droud 
troops, Terydaria will join ihe Republic, 
but her forces prevail, Toydaria joins 
the Saparagists, 

After much cat and mouse, Yoda 
Starts io win, ao Veniress cheals. Hing 
Katuunke, the Teydarian rier, bakes fodas 
side as she didn’t give him a fair chance. An 
angry Wentress trieg to bill thee King, but 
Yoda stops her and she escapes. Yoda has 
poeowed Uhal (he Jedi way is ihe bees, 





WHAT THEY SAID 

Nika Fullenman Ioiee of Asajj Ventress), 
Star Wars insider #122, January 2010: 
“Lithink the biggest challenge [of playing 
Asal) ¥entress) has been figuring out whe 
she is. We didn't Know a lot about her 
eriginally, The writers were creating her 
character as | was playing her, so | was 
coming fram the sare plate ag the 
audience, and asking, Wir ds sho? | didnt 
want io play her just as a one-note 
characier, because she does have a big 
histery, and | knew we would explore that 
further down the line.” 


ESSENTIAL TRIVIA 
Bedore its premiere on TY, this debut 
episode of fhe series was shown on lhe 
Television Critics’ Asgociateom Press Tour 
of suremer 2008 and a4 that year's 
Dragenloan in Allanta, Geangia, It wag 
first aired on TY om October 2, 2008. 


10) Gs worns. nei eowarns | 





WHY IT’S ACLASSIC 
The @pisode reveals the contrasting 
methods of Jedi and Sith. Yoda proves the 
Jedi can protect [he planet - ae through 
violence, bul through his selilessness: he 
leis Ventress gel away, bul saves the king. 
While ¢he chepated bo try amd tani fhe 
wager, Yoda played fair. Yoda wins the 
wager by being the heller person, The 
quote that opens the episode is, “Great 
leaders inspire greatness in others,” 

and its the greal laader Yoda whe, Sespibe 
the Toydarians' reputation as being wily 
operators, pines the Toydarian ruler 

bo da the might thing, Yoda alse leads 

has broopers. When the clones doubt 

their abilities, 6 the Jil Master vie 
encourages them to sec themselves as 
individuals and ie prize their minds, As 

a resuill, they triumph agalmst lar greater 
numbers and more firepower due to their 
quick thinking, Ag atrue Jedi, Yoda brings 
out the best in those arcund bir. 
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Home of the World's Largest Selection 
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12" Jumbo Vintage 
4-LOM 37a ee 
Boba Pett paket ting $04.05 
Bowek $79.94 = Cantins Pisyest S50 
Dengar $79.08 © Man Solo [Hoth] $79.00 
i6-o0 $79.08 
Landa Colriosien [CW Excluuive) £70.99 
Luke Sewalicer X-Wing E7T9.95 
Smaggletesth jie) 870.50 
Bnowtrooped (Fre-rdar) £64.90 
Yak Pecos (EDCC 2043) S7a.50 
Deckuad (Pre-Order) ST o.00 


Tome of Lill Ledy Just Added! 
Some of the Aarest Figures! Strikes Back Telepoda Bet 
(Get of 3] £47.00 
Telepoda Set (et of 2) S44.90 
dedi Va. Sith Mull-Peck $16.08 
Bpeclal Aciben Figure Soll 
(BGC 2093 Exclislya| $466.00 
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Anakin Skywalker * Darth Maul ullai@ cess 

Darth Vader * Lake Skyeraler (oT) "SOC6 2092 Exclusive 

$115.59 Eaok “imine Ackbar *HMagaitude*® 2190.05 

"Boba Fett Belize £149.90 
no FX (Lightsabers “8.30 MeGuarria Concept 870.90 
baeharl . Reo Yoru 874.00 


Boba Fett (Holiday Special) ee ee 
Animated Maquette tre-Onéer $430.09 9 CHEcK UN BEDSIE Fon A COMPLETE 
ae ff Yoda Mlum) States pre-order $114.08 SELECTION OF OTAM WARS BATWORR 
Amok Blgeealkaoe *# Darth Maul 


Darth Vader +Hlt Fiabe + Luke Glopwalker Brian's Toys 


12" Dowsk 3153-06 
O6/-Waa Benebl 5140.00 each 


13" fey Miedo Biplane: heyatores Bi, 
W730 HWY 35 P.O. Box 95 Fountain City, WI 54629 Tt Ne er i ltt 


: 12" Darth Vader Deluze MOTTA s24a.90 
Phone: (608) 687-7572 pe ene niareetacs plenary 
Fax: (608) 637-7573 email: sales@brianstoys.com spss geet ane eta | 


WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CHEDIT CARDS 
Prices and avallablilty are subject to change. 
Please call, ealte or e-mail to confirm prices and availability. 
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THE LATEST PREVIEWS, FAN ACTIVITY, AND MORE! 
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thumb wars commence! 


66 COMICS 


Ania Salo jumps into 


é 
"ll aclian, and we head back 
ta Wild Space! 


72BOUNTY 
HUNTERS 

Mect the stars, show the 
evidence, win lhe bounty! 
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By the fans, for the fans! 


78 RED FIVE 


Five great Star Wars 
creatures, as picked 
by a wampal 


68 INCOMING 


BANE OR BUST? 


DISCOVER WHY YOU CAN BANK 
ON CAD BANE, AND MORE! 
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Leg endary Production Artwork Gets 
the Showcase It Deserves in Star Wars 
Art: Concept 


== oming soon from Abrams is Star Wars Art: Comet, 
| dhe fourth and penultimate book in ihe Star Wars 
. os AM s@ries. These high-quality collections of rare 
“See Star hears art pieces bear the direct influence of 
their curdiar, Geange Lucas, with the previous welumes 
[Visioas, Comics, and Mlustratioa) offering up top examples 
from the frelds. of comic books, eeerchandising. and oreginal 
creations, The new entry collects the best concept art created 
for the movies and Star Wars projects in TY, animation, and 
video games 

With arbeorks that dabe from 1975 to the present, Star 
Wars Arh: Comest intludes pieces by Ralph McQuarrie, Joe 
Johnston, lain MeCalg, Erik Tiemons, amy Bath Christenson, 
Ayan Church, Jonathan Bach, Alex Jaeger, Greg Knight, Wayne 
Le. Deug Chiang, ard clhers, Werking in medmurns from per & 
Paper to paint to digital, these artists helped shape the classic 
and prequel movie irilagies ao well as Sar Worse: The Clone 
Mars and many clher TY and video game propects, Star Wars 
Art: Comoeot also contains tantalizing glimpses ai projects that 
Fever made il la complelion, including the game TIIF and bh 


commissioned pieces for the book by famed Japanese artist 
Hajime Serayarra 

With a foreword by Joe Johnston and an introduction by 
Dawg Chiang, a5 well a6 4 prelace by Ryan Church and an 
interview with Erik Ticmens, the 17-page hardcover is 
available starting Qclober 15.4 Limited Edition is also 
available with many mend arbworks—a6 well as signed 
prints by Johnston, McCaig, Chiang, Church, and Tiemens. 


animated TV series Star Wars Qetours—as well as six specially 
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The Star Wars: Edge of the Empire ‘ Q 
Roleplaying Game Releases Its i 
First Full-Length Adventure 


he Star Wars Roleplaying Game has found | 
new lle in the Ege of the Empire seliing, | 
which debuted in December 2002 fram 
Fantasy Flight Games, Newly released is M 
fhe first standalone adventure module for the syeiem, — 
and Geypond fhe Ain promises to lake players inte | 
Wild Space and beyond. | 
“We made sure that this introductory adventure 
would reward all specializations and styles of play,” 
says producer Katrina Ostrander. Characters in Star 
Wars: Edge of the Empire are smugglers, scoundrels, 
explorers, mercenaries, political refugees, and 
renegades. Beyond the fum takes these fringe characters” 
fo the true edge of the Empire—the borders of known 
space! “lf was great discovering the jungle planet 
Cholganna via Star Wars: Tie Essential Aties and finding 
it fit our story needs extremely well, says veteran APG 
writer Sterling Hershey. “it was a Lot of fun adding to 
the existing bore for the wild world and its well-known, 
vicious mative creature, the mnewu~ 
ln Boyond the Aim, playors set out to uncower the 
mystery of a long-lost Confederacy of independent 
Systems ireasury ship, Smugglers and Technician 
charactors will test their piloting and mechanical skills 
working fara black-market tech company. Colontst and 
Explorer characters will have the chance to longa nae 
hyperspace moules and pioneer an unsetiled world, 
Fournty Hunters and Hired Guns can prove their metile . 


in skirmishes against deadly creatures, rival ireasure 
hunters, and relentless Imperial forces, ALL T H UJ M B . | 
There's lots of expanded lore for lans, loo. Readers i 


of Lhe Star Wears comics will recognize the Wheel space 








Halion, and Beyond the Rim opens up the junkyard planet With Star Wars Lightsaber Thumb Wrestling, 
fans Prime lor exploration behind & shield of imperial : 
shipyards and TIE Fighter patrols. the Schoolyard Game Gets Epic 


“The setting was a collaborative effort between Fantasy 
Flight Games and |,” explains Hershey. They wanted an hink you're the thumb wrestling master? Star Wars 
exploration adventure using a far Outer Rim destination. Thanh Wrestiiag i here to show you thal you're jueta learner, 
We traded a lot of ideas while | worked out suitable young Padawan! 
planets, timeframes, and specifics. There's enough Star Wars Thum Mrestling is.a durable board book with feo holes 
material here for games far beyond this adventure.” drilled through it—each bole a battle position for a brawe thumb warrior! 
4 Full-length adwenture in three acts, deyord the To do battle, each combatant must Velcro a lightsaber to their thumb 


Ain gives players the chance for dame, fortune, and the Jone blue, ome red] and bunn the page bo one of seven classic Star iWvars 
squaring of old debts, as long as they can dodge Imperiais, environments. Lucasfilrn's Pablo Hidalgo provided the book's text. 
rival parties, and deadly wildlife. The $4-page module is With a bot of thumb flexibility and a little bit of Force, pou can vanquish 
available mow. your opponend and reign supreme! 
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Now in Digital Editions, the Making Of 
Books for the Classic Trilogy Come Packed 
With Extras 


oming October 22 are enhanced eBook editions of J. eit 
| Ringer's acclaimed fae Making of Star Wars, Tine Making 
of Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back, and The Making of 
Star Wars: Retura of tie Jeol. Mot only do these books 
provide amazing locks into ihe creation of the Classic Trilogy films, 
bul the maw digital enhancanents aller a wealth af wanders far Star 
Wars fans, 

Bonus coment includes newer-belore-seon photos and jaw-dropping 
behind-lhe stanes video, Borne ol which peeled sneak-peek exposure 
Al San Diege Comic-Con 2002. The Stay Wears gag reel alone gemeraied 
A hwge fan Bure Below is a partial list af the ankancements— be sure 
lo check slarwars.cem for a complete rundown! 


Tie Muvilup or Sear Mars 
» Video: The legendary Slar Wars gag reel. THE MAKING OF 
* Gudea: Geerge Lucas directing 4lee Guinness during addational 

‘eens MPIRE STRIK 


* Budio: Roger Christian on creating the first lightsaber prop. 


= The Making of Sdar Wars: The Empire Strikes Back 

* Video: Alternate verston of the wampa attack on Luke. 

* Video: Additional dialogue of Chewbacca and Han Solo in the Hoth 
hangar, including Peter Mayhew wsang his real voice. 

* Video: Battle of Hoth early cut wilh animatics, including the original 
planned death of General Veers 

* Audio: Mark Hamill discussing Luke's character arc. 

* Audio: Director Irvin Kershner talks with Harrison Ford about ihe 
carbon Freeze scene. 


* The Makiagef Star Wars: Peto of the Jodi 
* Video: Additional footage showing the death of a femain X-wing pilot. 
* Video: Earty version of Luke constructing his lightsaber. 
* Audio: Visual allects superviser Kon Aalsbon digcusnes ILM's 
“Black Friday,” 
* Video: Behind the scenes an losation near Crascomt City, California, 
where George Lucas and Richard Marquand direct ihe Battle 


‘of Endor, THE MAR UNG CI 
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Dark Horse Offers the Perfect Way to Get 
Into Star Wars Legacy 


Pith Ania Solo finding new adventures im Star Wars 
Legacy: Quicests of the Grekes Ring [see main siary), 
Dark Horse is elfering Ania‘s lirst adwenhure ata 
rock-bottom price. Available Nowember 20 for only 
$1 U. S., (he F?-page adventure iniraduces Anis and sels. up her 
first comlict with ihe lerces of the dark side, letue 41 is writben 
by Gabriel Hardman and Corinna Bechko and illustrated by 
Gabriel Hardman, with a cower by Dave Wilkins. 





Ania Solo Lands an Adventuring Partner in 
Star Wars Legacy 


he Ster Wars Legacy series roils on with Ania Solo, 

the descendant of Han Selo and Printess Leia Organa, 

Set more than 120 years alter the events of the Star 

Wars movies, Legacy presented a radically-changed 
galacy when it debuted in 2008. And, while the original stories 
showcased Cade Skywalker anid his fight agaensl a resurgent 
Sith empire, the current Ania Solo narrative has told amore 
Gown-to-earth store. 

“There's 4 challenge in making the Byzantine geqpodilics 
of the prewous Legacy series gel with ihe kind of story ve want 
totell,” says writer and artist Gabriel Hardman who, with co- 
writer Garonne Bechko, inieoduced Ania Soloin the story arc 
Star Wars Legacy: Prisoner of fhe Floatieg World issues 41-5 of 
the revived series). 

“We tell a groumd-lewel story because that's what Anita's 
character demands, bul she lives in this world and has lo interact 
with ihe Larger players. We have to come up with ways to son the 
bigger political situation white still telling an intimate story. in 
4 New Hope, Luke jumped directly [ram farmboy bo hero at ihe 
center of an enormeus galactic conflict, But since were falling 
along-form story, Ania can't become directly involved so quickly.” 

In Anta Solos debut adventure she made an enemy of Sith Lord 
Darth Wredd, earned the favor of lmperial Empress Marasiah 
Fal, and found an ally in imperial Kright Jao Assam, The current 
storyarc, Outcasts of the Groken Ming lissues ité-10), has reteamed 
her with Jao for an all-new adventure taking the duo to the 
poisoned waters of ihe Mon Calamari homeworld, 

“With the galazy's leaders unwilling to help, Ania and Jao set 
out to track down Darth Wiredd on thea own,” says Hardiman, “and 
thee breil leads them bo one of the mas (Pagid events of the war” 
Legue FA of the serees gons.on gale Oclober 22, imwhieh Ania and 
dan battle pirates in ihe Mon Cal shipyards. “The Mon Cals and 
Quarrens are being lured back on the promise that their planet 
cam be lerrarantmed.” auypLains Hardman, “arly ba tind Thermage leg 
enslaved by gangsters who hawe hijacked the planet's orbital ring. 
Ania and Jao have to confront the mysterious leader of these 
pirdies in the hope al finding Darth Wredd 

Hardman contributed the interior arbeork lor Frisomer af the 
Alaating HWorid but artist Brian Thies has stepped in to illustrate 
this. story arc. Hardman and Bechko, however, are continuing their 
writing eellaboration, and by fiw (hey have a comfortable handle 
on what makes their main character tick. “Amia is far too action= 


al 
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ofianted to think of herself as ahero.” says Bechko. “Shas 

just doing the best she can for herself and her triends, But thal 
foese | mean she's going to pass up an opportunity that will lead 
bo adventure instead of a boring ‘marmal lite. It that aloo benefits 
an entire species, so much the betber, But she thinks heroes are 
people you read about in books.” 

Readers will recaqeaize plenty of Sele spirit on display in 
Ania’s actions, but Hardman sav¢ (hat he and Bechke aren't 
making any congebous efferd io mirror enher Han of Leia. lastead 
theyre taking cues [rom oulside characler types. ‘We might 
be channeling Humphrey Bogart,” he 2ays. Maybe a litle Jim 
Rockford [of Ws The Beckford Files]. We're always keeping 
Han ond Leis inimind when we woke &nia, bul we feel il keeps 
the character fresh if we look outside the series for inspiration. 
Ania is younger than Han was in the original movies, and comes 
from a very different background than Leia. She's tough and 
savvy, but lacks experience. In fact, her toughness may be a 
brant she got {rom Leia's side of the farnily” 

Now that Ania has a traveling companion ina fully-trained 
Imperial Knight, where might her relationship with Jao Assam 
lead? Bechko has some ideas. “They respect each other, but 
their worldviews are very different,” she says. “Ania relies on 
her wits and bravade while Jao truly subscribes te the woes 
he took as an imperial Knight. That will lead te same friction, 
especially since Ania has a deep distrust of authority and no 
innate understanding of the Force 


Star Wars Gets Weird in the Second 
Wild Space Collection 


viilable Qetober 2 i Star Wars Oneibos: Wild 
Saace Volume 2, 4 468-page trade paperback that 
reprints rare stories and other Star Wars addities, 
many collecbed here for the first time. 
Wild Space Volume 2 includes Sergio Stomos Shar Mars by 
legendary MAO cartoonist Sergio Aragones, plus the 
complete Tag & Bink adventures, young Anakin Skywalker 
in Podraciag fates, the complete run of Jabba the Hurt 
comics, Tie Bovaty Hunters: Scoumdrel's Wages, and a 
collection of amazing tales from ihe concept artists behind 
Episade Iilin Star Wars: Visionaries. 


WILD SPACE 


VOLUME 








THE LATEST STAR WARS GEAR YOU'LL WANT TO ADD TO YOUR COLLECTION! WORDS: JAMES BURNS 
GENTLE GIANT QXQMaaiiiidiiddittdiddddiittdditis 
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IMPERIAL SHOWTROOPER 
(HOTH BATTLE GEAR) 

JUMBO FIGURE 

Genile Giant continuds iis line of 
vintage actlon-fegure regreductions 
with the release of imperial Soldier in 
Hath Battle Gear, This ligure continues 
the current theme of characters fren 
The Engine Strives Back, along with 
the bounty hunters and ather ligures 
im Hath fatigines, inclining Luke 
Skywalker and Han Solo. Digitally 
scanned from mint 33/6" Kerner 
originals ard reproduced 1a 127 tall, 
ho Gelail has been orerlooked. These 
reproductions have inspired Vintage 
collectors sll over the world and are 
just like they were when us old-timers 
were kids, only GIGGER! 

This classic Kenner creation comes 
packaged ona 1980 Empire Strikes 
Gack-inspired blister card, featuring 
original artwork, in are-sealable 
plastic outer clam shell to help probect 
and disalay! 

Available: 02 2014 
Precei-90 


“PENDING LICENSOR § 
APPROVAL 








BOBA FETT HOLIDAY 
SPECIAL ANIMATED 
MAQUETTE 

This is mot the first time that Gentle 
Giant has produced the feared 
bounty hunter Boba Fett as 
aAmaquatie inspired by the 

Shar Wars Holiday Special, in 2007, 
as a limited edition at Star Wars 
Eolebration IW and Star Wars 
Celebration Evrope, Gentle Giant 
created a variand of fhe then 


recently released Boba Fett Fo 


BRIM abed mmagiethe la the ro 
Aadidey Specia! colars. iil 
This. reve a 
interprelatian is # 

much ¢leser 

to Lhe look of 

the ariginal 

animation q 
due to special \, 
digital sculpting 
techniques used % 4 
on footage from ‘ 
the Holiday Special 
itself. The result is 

a dramatic piece thai 
features a very different look 
for one of fhe most iconic and 
laved characters. 


This Limited edition hand-painted 


maquette comes individually 
numbered and is paired with a 
matching certificate of authenticity. 
Available: O02 2014 

Price: 5134 





HER UNIVERSE! 


Fresh from her first ever 
European appearance 

at Star Wars Celebration 
Europe, Ashley Eckstein 
continues to push the 
Her Universe brand from 
strength to strength. 


With Halloween 
just around the corner, 
Her Universe has you 
cowared with a wariety 
of “Everyday Cosplay 
dresses, You can stay on 
dha light sido of the Force 
and dress as your favoriia 
astramech, A2-O2, or for 
Those of you who prefer 
lhe dark side there's a 
Vader-incpired dress, 
Eiiher way, you'll be a 
Force to be reckoned with. 
Available: Mow 
Prete: $25 



























































Yomega is intraducing a brand 
new range of high perfonmance 
collectible Yo-Yos a5 partols 

new Star Wars collection that's 
available this holiday season, 
pulling the power af the Force in 
the hands af yo-yo lang—tram kids 
io callectors—all over the galamy, 


STAR WARS YOMEGA 
YO-MEM YO-¥0 AND 
ACTION STANDS. 
Yomega's Yo-Men are a fun 
new way bo display and bald 
your yo-yos by depicting your 


favorite Star Wars characters. 
Forega Yo-Men care with 

a Star Wars Yamega Fireball 
yo-yo cradled ina detaded 
Yo-Men Action Stand sculpied 
fo ihe character's likeneags, 
The yooyas feature a bold 
character image along with 
all the features you'd expect 
from a Yomega Fireball yo-yo. 
The first wawe of Star Wars 
Yo-Men includes. Darth ¥ader, 
SO ist Gone Trooper, Yoda and 
General Grievous. 

Prige: 505,75 


three mee products added to the range. 





The Cad Bane Vinyl asl Bank trom Star 
Wars: fhe floae Wars has been sculpied by 
Olu! Hartvigsen, slands 8” tall ard features. 
collecibla-qualiby paint and sculpting with 

a coin slot that allows you to depos your 
bounties. Just check that what you putin you 
get out as this is one sty bounty hunter! 
Available Nowember 2012 

Price: $22.99 


Fie (WSIDEA 


“TL fhind your lack af a bottle opener 
disturbing!" Make sure you always have 
a war lo open your faverile beverage 
wilh (his solid metal battle opener, 
dapicting Darth Vater, Measuring & 
Long, fhe batkle opener has magnats 
onthe back and opens any bottle cap 
with Gage, san elegant tool tora more 
civilized age and comes packaged in 

a collector's case. 

Available: January 2074 

Price: $17.97 


STAR WARS 
YOMEGA FIREBALL 
The Star Wars Yormega 
Fireball features (he 
Yornega patented 
transaxle systern 

which #nablas high 
speed, smooth spins 
over three times longer 
than an ordinary poye. 
Each Fireball also 
includes String Bling, 

a collectible ring malded 
ina Star Wars character's 
likeness, The yo-yo 
Strang attaches io lhe 
Sbhreng Bling rireg har 
added camfart while 
perlerming classic ag 
Well as advanced 
looping yoxyo tricks. 
The first wave of the 
Star Wars Yomega 
Fireball includes 

Darih Vader, Boba 

Fett, Sbanmbrooper, 
Imperial and Rebel 
loges Ipictured abovel. 
Price: $10.95 





Commander Thire, one of the greatest 
Clane Commanders in the Empire's 
haslory, has beer imenorlaliped in viel 45 
a Bust Rank sculpted by Olul Hartvigson, 
Thire was Reown for hes command of the 
Coruscant Guard, the elite shack-troapers 
that delended the capital and hunted down 
Separatists during fhe Clone Wars. He will 
qQuard your money with pride and honor in 
this 8° tall bank. 

Available: January 2014 

Prices $22.99 
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HASBRO “Kwnwmwwnvarangvantsttitte 


The first waves of Star Wars The Black Series 4° Line from Hasbro are P — 
avallable now! If the San Olega Comic-Con Internathonal and Star Wars | 
Celebration Europe exclusive tweo-pack are anything ba ga by, these ‘| ‘i 
hgunés willl Ba Flying of ihe shaves, 


Hasbro also brought along a mew ware of The Black 
Series 3% line. A fantastic newly sculpted Commander 
Neyo will be available to add to your ever proving clone 
armiess this is the first time since 2007 thal we've 
seen a mew version of this character. From ihe popular 
scenes featuring Jabba from Return of the Seov we get 
the bong overdue Vizam, whose sculpt looks. sbunming 
and comes complete with numerous accessories. 
Continuing the line of realistic-looking characters. 
from The Cfone Wars we gota new version of 
iace Windu in armor, and finally—there’s the much 
nequested Darth Plagueis. Ever since we heard Darth 
Sidious talk about Darth Plagueis in Revenge of the Sith, 
fan intrigue about this character has been high—wihile 
the amazing nowel by James Lucena teld the Expanced 
Universe Gack-shory od Plaguats and angered many of 
ear questions. Hasbro now rewards ws with one of the 
rest influential characters never seen on screen and 
has managed to capture the very assance af Plaguels 
in erhat is a superb sculpt, These four figures round aut 
wave of The Black Serlas 346" line 
Available: Late 207 3/earty 2014 
Price: $9.97 mach 


At Celebration Europe, Hasbra 
revealed wave J, lealucing more 

of the greatest characters from 

the Stier Wars universe, intricately 
designed and with multiple levels of 
articulation land in this scale for the 
first time). The wave includes Luke 
Skywalker in his Bespin fatigues from 
The Empire Sirtkes Face, Obi-Wan 
Kenobi from Revenge of the Sith, and 
stormtrooper. These new figures 
will be available to buy alongside 
Princess Loiain her slave outtit from 
Return of the Jedi [not pictured]. 
Available: Late 2073/earty 2014 

Price: 519.99 

















MEET THE STARS, SHOW THE 

EVIDENCE, WIN THE BOUNTY! STAR 

WARS INSIDER'S BOUNTY HUNTERS 

Ae ey SECTION IS. 

Vor ic. =". “SPONSORED 

BY KOTOBURITA, 

EACH ISSUES WINHER 
WILL RECEIVE THIS FANTASTIC 

KOTOBUKIVA STAR MARS STATUE KIT! 


: KOTOBUKIVA 


mot be my last Star Wars Celeb 

because | had ¢ great lime walking 

around the # iloor and meeting 
E ile standing 


While | was. at St 
Wl lia Marlunale enoaigh 
Timathy Zahn [my favorite 
James Luceno, Ti 


autographs. 

falk to everyone Ww 

autograph so | really appreciated that 
—Kayla Rhodes, Tacoma, USA 
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GEC Mey utoc Tal IL th 


CAN YOU GO ONE BETTER? 


00 YOU KNOW MATALIE PORTMAN? 
ARE TOU FRIENDS WITH FRARK OFF 
MAYRE YOU'VE ARM-WRESTLED 
ARMED BEST? WE WANT TO SEES 
SEND PHOTOS OF YMA ENCOUNTERS. 
WITH THE STARS OF SMe Heese 
TO: AT ERS STA Ae 
(ASE VIA THE COMTACT DETAILS 
OM PAGE 3, OR EMAIL US AT 
STARWARSINSIDERGSTITANEMAIL COM 
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FAN CLUBS 


specially far this edition of Bantha Tracks, 
here's a logk inte some of the largest Star Wars 
| costumed fan clubs that extend throughout the 
world. Some of the clubs you might have been 
familiar with for more than a dozen years, but some of 
the facts you read might surprise you... 


THE GOOD GUYS... THE TIME FOR THE 
REBEL LEGION HAS COME! 
www. rebellegion.com 


One of ihe longest-running cestuening clubs cal there, Ihe Rebel Legion 
Wicd founded in 2000, and now has more Ikan 2.400 activa members 
CoMering 37 countries of the wort. 
Geer 40)" Piebel fasen* and Qubpoerts workdwide today Inchoce nar 
Bates added fer Ube fire ime this pear is the countries 6? Auseria, China, 
Hungary, Ireland. Monaco, Russia ond Turkey, plus threes additional bases 
In fies alba 
“Our erganaration supporls the Make=r-Yih Foundalion and Peter 
Mashevw Foundation, along with many other local charities and supgart 
groups,” reporia Jason KL Rutledge, the Commancng Clficer cf the 
werldwade Rebel Legion. “Gur recent Artist Cards series of charity eBay 
auctions ralsed over $1,000 dor thee Mabe-4A-Wich Foundation, ame our 
members roulinely Zenale money te causes like Hurrcine Sandy reliel, 
Susbralia waldtire reliel, are bo help perce members Lackey hardships.” 
The Rebel Legion has shoct guidelines tor bhe costumes accepaied inbs 
Ehe organiration, bul given the vat number of Rebels and gaod gays in 
the galamy far, far avway, they accept ever ZOO dilferent here cosiumes. 
‘All Rhee way for Bae mast well-kooan like Han Solo and Princess Lea,” 
aay Rulladge, te the fewer, lider hhows ons like lepeirial Keg hts 
and Geliah Boor. Ard our ist is alvays expanding?” 
With te nee lelesigign series Siar Wars Oebels due do Premiere in 
2014 the Rebel Logisn sheild oxpecl oven mrere wlentean, ated be od 
mere costumes bo their ever-growing list. 
i Rutledge Baye that in addhbion Io Ehe countless loral Sppescances made 
Peet, by Plebell Legion mrenbers al ever the world, same of their mest notable 
Sore have beenat the Rose Bowl Parade in 2007, the Star Mars 
rats eke Fin Celebi tans in ihe US, 003-301 2), Soe ard Celebralians 
is ; ae ot - St, Europe and Japan, Star Wars Weekends at Disney World, 
Ph aig ea pred the “Where Science Meets Imagination” 
f “Ts r touring eabeeis shops. 
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THE ALL-FAN, ALL-VOLUNTEER, INCREDIBLY POWERFUL STAR WARS 


A 


BY THE FANS. 
FOR THE FANS. 








ithe Fabel Legion lind themschwes 
Mavis, Gbeecially with certain pliold set 


Dilferant costume tategeras 
be vee SOs 






li 


For Siar ars Celebration Vin 2012, tbe Rebel Legion build @ cantina 
Sf gorcee Gling mulk 


where fans con 





The irely spectacular phetograph Irom Celebrates VW of the Rebel 
Lagion members af ihe shew 
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sh Star Ward Calabration Win Orlando sav the Mandalorian Merci 
craalea lock-we" dor char 








aapocmlly trom tha European Clic, al 
Calabralen Eersee in July, Ecsan, Geerining. 


THE MIGHT OF THE MERCS 
Wwww.mandalorianmercs.com 
www. littLewarriorinternationalorg 


The Hundalarian Mires Will calabrate thier 7th deeereeriary this 
coming year, having been founded im 2007, & costuming club inspired 
by the Mandaslorian costumes of the Eouedy hunters Bobs and Jango 
Fett, apprasimately 95% af the Merce customize their armear. Ths 
personal towch lets members share their creativity while still eaking 
wery much like they came right cot of he universe of Star Wore 
Mimnbers might base their Mandaleriges on characters im Use Star 

Mars movies, television ad expanded wniverse, but mest give them 

& personal touch, Approsimately five percent are “canes” Handalorians 
desiqned specifically ater the movie and The Cisne Wars characters. 

“Coslurmern apprised Ey the Moncalonan Merce are relerenced tram 
fany fad of the Su Ales lie lie,” aay Teen Kotchens, Mandalare 
ihe Uniter of the Mandalorion Merce. “Pre-Regublic, Knights cf dhe Did 
Republic, The Old Republic, Rise of the Empire Aebellion! Mew Republict 
Legacy [eedenn” eraa| ate all reproseciod in the Macdalerian Meres.” 

On addibon bo the diferent eras, the Merce howe instiubed a 
prodession-based system that they call Grigades, which alles their 
members lo specialize their costumes based on pretessises that are 
reference in the Star Mars expanded universe like medics, snipers, 
Sannull Mandos and engineers, lo name just & few, 

While they might leak like ihe bid bay bounty hunters of Star Wars, 
the Mercs share a spirit of chanep and community service. bo date they 
hive tamed over F600.000 worldwide for charilies, and also distributed 
more Ihan $20,000 be farwlies and children inineed through their own 
*LiKle Warrior internaticnss” charity fund, Wii 100 members im 1h 
touted and 53 chartared Clans |chapeera) in 11 counts, Ihia an 
incredible amount of charity work per member, 

in addilige ba Eheir charity work, the Merce gat bids aeveoheed an 
pedibned wipe. 

We sponser a childrens costume cheb called ¥erd‘ika Corps 
for children 4-17 years of age. reports Hudrbers, The Corps helpe 
children learn about cosiuee and prop construction, hew lo work 
jogelher, and how ta use Star Wass 24 0 positive farce in their 
local coromunibes,” 

Tht group is alse proud of how they work with the other established 
Star Wars costuming graupa, 

“Hopetully, we con illustrate (he Meres' world-wide diversily, and 
how wre work together wah the 601s and Rebel Legion be accomplish 
great things in the came of Star Mavs,” concludes Hutchens, 
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SHARING THE 
WAYS OF THE FORCE: 
THE SABER GUILD 


www ,.saberguild.com 


Arelative newcomer to thee fan club scene, the 
Suber Guild waa formed in 2008 wth four members, 
and new boasts lose ta 200 mamners glabathy. 

“Ourimessage is very clear,” writes Robert Estrada, Global Director 
of The Saber Guild, “serving cee ponerurey and wepporiing te<al and 
Fuihanal charities throws live, choreagrasted lightsaber shaws that 
are sale and un,” 

Members can chocae their cide, light of dark, and (hep irain weeklp 
wiih lightsaber moves and choreagrapéy, Their dhows mest only draw 
crmvds. bud support many charcties jae the Bonald McGonadd House, 
MakesA-Wikk, mtd Flay for Lite. 

“The best part af this club is that each temple khapter| becomes 
a clove chester of triends thot are like extended families,” says Estrada 

Tha teal of appeataness fer tha Saber Gold chapters is long, and 
include Star Mars Celebration Wand San Diego Goemic-Con. Theeir presence 
at Celebration in particular Eraugh! them naticoal recogritean od helped 
Thon apand their chiaphirs, 

In widition to fhe orignal chapler im Southern California, ihe Saber 
Guild bas aqpanded fo He Son Francisco Bey area, Mow York, 
Ponnsylania, Margland, Florida, Kancas, Tenntisid, Georgia, edanesia, 
inegiana, and lEaly. 

The group's performances hawe won merands 28 WonderCon im both 
2010 and 2014. 
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IMPERIAL WORLD: 
THE 5015T LEGION 
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Hone thinks about Star Wars costuming clubs, 
they almost alevays think of Bhe $0194 Legear, 
the gracdaadaly af all Star Wars costumes clubs, 
that started ib all back in 1 P97. 

By far the biggest and most widely- 
aqqganized, the 50121 Legiee waa faunded by 
Albin Johnson, who originally wanted io athend 
@ cenvention in skommiragper armor wih frienda, 
ape’ then festered the idea of a community and 
charity service while wearing the costumes cf 
the “bad Goya” of Star Wars, Te aay Joheaan'’s 
idea took held would be a dramatk undersiaicnment 

Wath 26 categories of costurees, end qe 
7.000 members who hive albmodk 10,000 diflerent 
costumes betacen them, the 60124 has a 
iw -dirsppang reach, In alresat any comaniry of 
Ihe world [meee Chae SO), yau might see the 
Emperor's Finest 24 an everd, charity furectian, 
of ecoreention 

Even more jawedirepping thas their amazing 
costume reach gre bheir charity ettorbs, erst 
thie year-to-date, ae of @oguek, the Stel 
worldwide charity clferis raised well oer $11 
enillion dollars, 

“Our Larges! donadigné bo arqaninabicers Ica 
year have been bo thee American Garecer Society, 
fubm Speaks, Make-A-Wish che Musee 
Dyabreshy Asseciation, 268 aomyriid af lacal 
Children’s Hospitals” says Soot Allen, the 
worldwide chacsty officer of the Sfiet Legion, 
“We always gata big iwlux ef chariby regarts 
after the year's end, too.” 

[t's incredible, aed humbling, how the bad — |. - —, 
ques af the galaxy camtinue to give the wery best Fr a" INSE ]22% 
af themsebes = 
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} SUBMISSION 
GUIDELINES 


die original art, ecelope art, comics, 
Hlushrations, news, stories, meeting 
information, or any materials voluntarily tT in Farge, Nonvay, near where The Empire Stertes Back wad fred, 
submitted become the property of fartia snewiroopers aseemble 
Tracks, No compensation will be given for 
woluntary submissions, and there is no 
quarantee of publication. Submissions 

to Bova Fracks will ned be retuned. 








Each submission must include the creator's 
name, age, contact details, date the work 
was created, and a statement that ihe 

work ls original, and created by the person 
submitting it. 


Send clectronéc files te Ganthatracks! 
Slarwrs.com, oF Send your small mail to 


faatha Tracis, co Mary Franklin, P.O. Box 
27901, San Francisoo, CA P4127 
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hat if | were fo teil 
rou that there are no 
olficial Star Wears Fan 
Clubs, cuiside of one 
remaining Licensed Fan Club 

in Germany? 

f’s hard to beliewe, ian't i, 
when one sees costumed Srar Wars 
fans.and organered Slur Wars dans 
doing grea things, in owory edilion 
of Sanita Tracks and inser? 

Port of ey creer af Lucasfilm 
ie working wilh [be Star Wars fan 
groups, and Ido thaian a daly 
hori, As a fen meyself—and ene 
of the funding mermiers of Club 
Jade— i's an hoeor, ad one that 
[fake very sariquely. | remember 
wondoriey shat Lucas thes 
of our Hedgling little group way 
hack in the mié-90e, ond | 
aways pant io communicate the 
appreciation and gratduce that 
Lucadtiim ors feel for the fans. 
Is ned Bard, Bercause | feed phat 
graitude reysell ewerg dey. 

Back to my opening fine, 

It's brug. Thetire are mea 

official dan clubs |outeide of 

the alaramentisesd Germany 
chub owned by Miracke: bmapesil 
The rest are all gel!-crgerdiced, 
Sell policed, sell rmestivated, and 
all thet clubs | work weth handle 
it beautifelly, 

Once a reporter in Chicoge 
Called He 311s Legeon Ee 
“new Kievnia Club," and | think 
that isa great name. Donning 
Sfar Wars coshaenes, thee 
S0igtb—=as well oa the Rabel 
Legion, Mandalorian Mercs, 
Saber Geold, Jedi Assembly, 
and d22ons mare chubs—mee 
onty bring joy to ieids of all apes, 
they oer service aod charity bo 
ihair communities. 

Way back a8 ihe end of 7002, 
lerole aboul costueed fan clube 
in Santia Tracks. | regaried that, 
at thag dime, the SO 1at Legion 
had mare than 1,000 members, 
and ihe Rebel Legion had 202 
members, Curren§ly, thames to 
thaif gem dedicates, hard ork, 
organization, and creativity, the 
groups can claim almost 16600 
members between Ube. 

While ihe Imperials, Rebels, 
Mandes and Jodi often grab the 
headlines, | wanted to List here 
thee Star Wars Fan Gaubs whom 
Dheve worked wilh Phresh 





their Fan Tables at the recent 
Colobratsced and through their 
charity work in their communities. 
There are even more cea there 
than this, ond |opolagiza te any 
Imight bave forgotten. You all 
degerag thas recegeilion and far 
mare far the joy and service you 
bring to those argend you (in no 
particular onder|) 

Curbs Burns 

Jeol ews 

Tee Ray-a21 

Galactic Hights 

Apoipeecia 

Misiion Orange 

La Sane Legian 

Mandaloriscische 

Bosharatheniode 

Marwich Star Wars Club 

Star Wars Combine 

Riel? Builders’ Club 

Union od the Force 

Sakerproject 

Propekt Star Wars 

Sar Wars Fans Hiirnberg 

White Sharks 

Fan Force 

OG Area Geflectors’ Chub 

Jagan Star Mins 

Modeling Aliaece 

Missivsipp! Mandalorians 

Tha Dark Empire 

The Twin Suns 

Ghio Seer ders 

Callicters’ Chab 

Penmsyhanin Sar Mears 

Catlecting Society 

Star Wars Grand 

Florala Alliance 

dedi Order of Japan 

SWAG TT? 

The Force Ueted 

The Jedi Adsembly 

Wookibegedia 

The Dented Helmet 


In the end, ihe only words § can 

Ihink of bh’ ore appropriate for 

lL ase Rerees BONG ae are 
bhaak yout.” 
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Mary Franklin 
Ediber, Sacthe Tracks 


: One of my favorite OG creatures 

Tram fhe Star ers prequels was 
Boga fram Riennge of fhe Sith, it 

i was an inspired desegn with a great 
Chiriaking trill seund that really 

i sold the species to me. Boga's 

| orownn of iridescent feathers, 
integrated with the lizard’s 

head anatomy, came across as 
wery deotic, Laleo enjoyed the 
way George Lucas used it im the 
environment io scale sheer cliffs 
S005 to keep up with General 
Grievous. The contrast of Obi- 

1 Wann ihis galloping beast and 

{Grievous on his mechanical wheel 
bike was epic, While (LM was 
developing Boga, | remember 

| thinking it would be a pretty crazy 

} fide. even far a Jedi. The anienation 

§ Made it believable, bud | think in 

Scluslity 1 vould be like trang ba 

ride a giant firehose spraying out 

of conbroll! 





At ithe complete opposite end of the spectrum, I've alyays had a soft spot for the little 
helegraphic manciers an the Millenainn Falcons dejarik board, While ihe scene from A Mave 
Home is mot really about the creatures, they steal the show. Their very basic movements, 
enhanced Ey lhe squeaky gouad elects, gqae lhe whale scene & ley-like feeling. The creatures 
had avery “claymation™ foel and, while the look wasn't overly complox, each chess pioce 

was unique and cool in its own way. | bet | could draw at least three from memory right mow. 
46 a kid in 1977 whe liked to Gisild things in his garage, | wanted to rush hone alter my first 
screening and build that chessboard and its monster playing pieces for myself. Of course, 
{here were ne magecines or behind-the-soenes articles to ue 45 relerence at the lime, [ve 
BINS SON same wery Successiul reproductions. 
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tam fortunate to have had my own chance to 
contribute te ihe Mes Eisley cantina with ihe 
addition of the Melas and Kebwaol creatures for the 
Special Edition, bul my all-tiene favorite barily is 
still Hammerhead. His design was so wondorlully 
non-human. The eyestalks abowe its long, flat 
heck qgawe nowhere far an actor to hide, Uihirk 
that creature helped break the “man ina rubber 
moangler suit” curse, Sure, there were human- 
proportioned aliens walking arawnd, but there 
were alco these dar-out kind of creatures as welll 
Haormerhead'’s proparlions are oo otherworldly 
that instead of thinking about a costume, b just 
atcepied if a3 4 mew species, | beliewe that Fx 
expert Jon Berg was operating this character on 
set. Well done, sir, well done! 








04 : 
‘w= THE RANCOR 


ld hawe to say my top creature moment from the orginal 
trilogy goes bo the rancor fram Achern of the Jed! Created 
by magher FX wizard Phil Tippett, bi was an ingenious wea 
ela miniature rod puppet carefully shed ina miniature 
cave environment at high speed. From the slobber hanging 
off its tower lip [made with a loop of thread covered in 

KY Jelly), bo the mouth orushing and sevallowing the 
Gamarraan guard, it wad sort of an wllinalée dungeon 
monster morvent for oe. |anly wish it hed escaped 

into Jabba’s palace and gone on a rampage! ILM could 
probably handle a bigger moment like that mow with some 
CGl trickery, but the rancers qodd-eld rubber and foars 
movie monster bechneyied sal look great ta rie, 
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interview by 
Mark Newbold 
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-COMICS NOW AVAILABLE! | 


SAMSUNG 
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Over 500 Star Wars comics 
and graphic novels available for download! 


Digital.DarkHorse.com 


t) & Available on Kindle, Nook, and Kabo. ay UES 
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